Israeli jets raid Lebanon 

TVREtAO — fcradi wajlanes struck suspected guerrilla 
-^rn^^mUtonoaFncby following anacks <£ Israeli 
outposff .Ttoiwi w reported killed Guerrillas of 
the Sybar^backed Amal group carried out toe attacks on 
Israeli and aM positions in the Israeli-occupied border 
ea&ye eariy Friday, Lebanese security officials said In Tel 
;£<fiv, an Israeli army spokesman said three guerrillas were 
^Jed in &e fighting. He did not identity tteu- group Amal 
denied any of its fighters were slain. In response to 
gratis, t* 0 Iaaehjos fired two air-to-sur&ce missiles on 
f^y between the villages ofToulin and Kabrigha, 23 kilo- 
metres southeast of Tyre, the officials said, speaking on cus- 
lornary condition of anonymity. There was no immediate 
word on casualties from the 7 ajn. local time airraid on the 
aea, which is believed to be used by Lebanese guerrillas as 
a base to launch attacks on Israeli troops and their allied 
Lebanese militiamen in the occupied zone. 
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Israel implements pullout under Wye accord 
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JENIN (AFP) — The Palestinians took 
control of mere of the West Bank Fri- 
day for die te lime in two years after 
Igael pulled its troops out of a first 
Bench of the territory in line with last 
math's Wye acccari. 

Four days late and one month after 
foe accord’s signing in Washington, 
[gxl earned out the first of three 
promised withdrawals from the West 
Bank in return far tougher security 
gjarantees from the Palestinians. 

" On Friday Israel handed over civil 
authority an additional two per cent of 
tbe West Bank covering some 110- 
squae kilometres and 28 small towns, 
viQages and hamlets around this north- 
ern West Bank town. 

In addition, Israel surrendered securi- 
fjj lycontml to toe Palestinians in a further 
**} seven iwcenr or some 385-square kilo- 
jJ metres of tbe West Bank. 

,Vji lie Israeli authorities also released 
JJj ISO Palestinian prisoners and signed a 
S protocol aDowing toe long-awaited 
ojeniiig of toe international airport in 
T* toe Gaza Strip, in accordance with toe 
wye accord. 

Bot the formal hand over of the West 
Bank territory did not go entirely 
smoothly. 

A bst-miniiie disagreement over the 
exact areas to be handed over was only 
resolved after Israeli and Palestinian 
cfficmfcflewto the southern West Bank 
town of Hebron for consultations with 
Palestinian President Yasser Araik. 

A signing ceremony was delayed for 
several hours after Palestinian police 
commander Haj Ismail Jaber accused 
toe Israelis of handing over less cerrito- 
ly tom they bad said they would in 
^ maps given to the Palestinians the pre- 
vious dry. 

But other Palestinian officials were 
iK Iks critical of die revisions saying the 
rj?r area evacuated was not smaller, just efif- 
. ferenttp what had been expected. 

Arafat give his approval to tbe revi- 
i5f a»s after an hour-long meeting in 
Hefouri with Jaber and Mosbe Yaakra, 
toe IsraS fadmmander of the central 
c ^ region. - 

Anal great fanfare, Palestinian police 
4iwn took over Qabariya, toe largest 
Bwn lo be evacuated by Israel as part of 
mliimy. withdrawal, witnesses said. 
Ten ftdestmian police vehicles drove 
Awn toe man street of toe town of 
£ 17,000 south of Jenin holding aloft pic- 
tures of Arafat and waving bfack-green- 
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red and white Palestinian fla gs , 

The convoy was led by Jaber and was 
pursued by Qabariya residents running 
behind toe vehicles and cheering tbe 
arrival of the policemen. 

Hundreds of mainly male residents 
turned out to greet toe convey and a 
dozen local inhabitants fired shots from 
Kalashnikovs and M 16 assault rifles. 

"I am very happy to be in my uniform 
in this Palestinian town. Today is like a 
festive holiday for us,” said Walid Abu 
Dahab, a Palestinian police officer from 
Jenin. 

Israeli soldiers had earlier set up new 
signposts delimiting the new borders 
with the autonomous areas. 

The signposts carried messages in 
Hebrew and Arabic saying: “Warning, 
you are entering an area controlled by 
toe Palestinian Authority." 

Elsewhere Israel freed a first batch of 
250 Palestinian prisoners in Gaza. 
Hebron, Ramallah and Jenin in accor- 
dance with toe Wye peace accord, wit- 
nesses said. 

Tbe Wye agreement requires Israel to 
release 750 prisoners in three batches of 
250 over three months. 

The Palestinians have protested 
against Israel's inclusion of common 
criminals among those to be freed, say- 
ing that only political prisoners should 
be counted towards the requirements of 
the Wye agreement 

Israel and tbe Palestinians nlcr> signed 
a protocol allowing for the opening cm 
Tuesday of Yasser Arafat International 
Airport at Dahaniya in the southern 
Gaza Strip. 

The first plane to touch down is due 
to come from Egypt followed by four 
others, all of them due to arrive on 
Tuesday, from Morocco, Jordan. Spain 
and toe Netherlands, the official Pales- 
tinian news agency WAFA reported. 

A sixth will be sent by billionaire 
Saudi Prince Walid Ben Talal, toe news 
agency said. 

With Friday’s redeploymenl in the 
West Bank, toe area under complete 
Palestinian control has risen from three 
percent of toe territory to ten percent 

A second pullback is due in four 
weeks rime and a third in 12 weeks. 

If Israel goes through with all three 
redeployments, the Palestinians will 
end up controlling, either wholly or par- 
tially, 40 per cent of the West Bank 
compared to 27 per cent before toe 
agreement 



A Palestinian policeman holds a picture of his President Yasser Arafat 
as he eaters in Qabatiya in tbe West Bank on Friday as Palestinian 
police took over the town, the largest to be handed over by Israel as 
part of its military withdrawal from the West Bank fAFP photo) 


U.N. inspectors 
work, Iraqis enjoy 
weekend break 


Baghdad (ap> — u.n. 

weapons teams carried out 
field , inspections Friday 
while Iraqis, relieved that 
threat of U.S. air strikes 
over, flocked to out- 
dnor markets, amusement 
jwkskid picnic grounds. 
The inspectors' working 
w a weekend is a change of 
Policy. . Traditionally they 
took Fridays off. But Caro- 
fine.- Cross, spokeswoman 
for-the U.N. Special Com- 
“ission (TJNSCOM) that 
0VE n>ees disarmament 
efforts, said teams would 
*orfc seven days a week in 
future. ' ■ 

JWe want to get on with 
“Mgs arid get as much 
^ne in as short a period of 
lane as possible,” Cross 

At least three U.N. vehi- 
ks left .the headquarters 
^Mpound on the edge of 
RL- The inspectors 
r®fased to talk to reporters, 
Crtws would not say 
they were going. 

Bui the inspectors were 
fiejievcd to be checking tbe 
jWofmg equipment they 
*ad installed at known 
*«apOfls, sites before the 
recent crisis. 

.-Tie . more contentious 
Inspections — when the 
7?' experts make surprise 
Vtta * .to sites where they 
* us P ec t evidence of banned 
^POQry is hidden — are 
^.expected until next 
r^ .The inspectors must 
J ibtf . Baghdad has 
r>,- Urinated its weapons of 
r> 'V; ^5- destruction before the 




> 




U.N. Security Council will 
lift the punishing trade 
sanctions imposed after 
Iraq's 1 990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The inspectors resumed 
work on Wednesday, a day 
after they flew back from 
Bahrain,’ where they had 
gone early last week amid 
fears of air strikes. 

The United States and 
Britain had threatened to 
use force if Iraq did not 
reverse its decisions in 
August and October that 
effectively put an end to 
inspections. 

Iraq backed down last 
Saturday, pledging fuU 
cooperation Wlttl 

UNSCOM in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has said he will main- 
tain forces in the Gulf to 
ensure Iraq follows 
through. 

On Friday, the relief was 
tangible among Iraqis^ 
crowded Baghdad s 

mosques and strolled in us 
many eaidens and parks. 

•‘Life is again normal and 
we can live.” said Nawsti 
Jamil as she walked with 

her husband and three chd- 

dren at Al Zawta park m A! 

Mansour neighbourhood. 

Rikr Al Sanierai. me 
preacher at the Abdul Kader 
Al Jailam Mosque, bad a 
similar message in ms rn 
day sermon: “We thank 
God that the crisis ended. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Sale of 33.3% of cement company 
to Lafarge to be concluded Sunday 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Investment Corporation 
(J1C). the government's 
investment arm. on Sunday 
will formally conclude the 
sale of a 33.3 per cent stake 
in the Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries (JCF) company to the 
French giant firm Lafarge. 

Trading of the company's 
shares on the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM), 
suspended October 14 to 
help the government negoti- 
ate the terms of the sale, 
will also resume Sunday. 

The deal, which was 
negotiated last month, cuts 
the government’s share in 
the blue-chip firm to 16.5 
per cent and gives the gov- 
ernment a badly-needed 
cash injection of JD72 mil- 


lion. 

Once trading resumes, 
demand for mining shares 
in the AFM is expected to 
increase, a broker said. 

A communique by the 
Jordan Securities Commis- 
sion. which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times detailing the terms of 
tbe agreement, said the 
price of cement shares will 
be “floared” in the first 30 
minutes of trading Sunday, 
and the price reached dur- 
ing this period will be con- 
sidered toe opening price. 

According to toe terms of 
toe deal, toe French firm 
will produce 20 million 
shares at toe rate of JD3.6. 
well above toe JD 1.8 mar- 
ket price of toe stock before 
toe trade ban was imposed. 

“The commission's deci- 


sion is aimed at bridging toe 
gap between toe current 
share price of the Jordan 
Cement Factories and the 
one Lafarge agreed to with 
toe government," toe broker 
said. 

The opening price of toe 
cement share will be sub- 
jected to market regulations 
which stipulate that any 
increase or decrease in toe 
share price must not exceed 
five per cent of toe daily 
price, the broker added. 

The communique said toe 
agreement with Lafarge will 
give the JIC toe right to sell 
toe government’s remaining 
stake in toe stock market 
“anytime it chooses” with a 
maximum of 60,000 shares 
for any individual buyer. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Orthodox Church prays 
for King’s safe return 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Members of toe 
Orthodox Christian commu- 
nity in Jordan Friday prayed 
for toe safe return home of His 
Majesty King Hussein at a 
special mass at the Church of 
the Redeemer in downtown 
Amman. 

Speaking to the congrega- 
tion and offering wishes for 
the swift recovery of the King 
were Chairman of toe Arab 
Orthodox Society Raouf Abu 
Jaber. Orthodox Bishop in 
Amman Silvestros Farr and 
head of the society’s youth 
Haitham Fanek. 

On Thursday, Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh returned 
to Amman following his visit 
to the U.S. where he met with 
His Majesty. Tarawneh said 
upon arriving in Amman that 
the Monarch's treatment for 
non-Hogkins lymphoma will 
end by mid-December. 
Tarawneh said the King will 


then convalesce before return- 
ing to the Kingdom towards 
the end of December. 

Tbe prime minister dis- 
cussed with King Hussein a 
ministerial statement that the 
prime minister will submit to 
a joint session of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment on Sunday. The Consti- 
tution requires holding such 
exraordinary parliamentary 
session in case of the King's 
absence from Jordan for more 
than four months. 

Tbe premier said he listened 
to the King's directives with 
regard to various issues con- 
cerning Jordan and that the 
Monarch expressed thanks to 
all Jordanians who visited 
him. Tarawneh said the King 
is in constant contact with 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
toe Regent, who keeps His 
Majesty informed of various 
local and regional develop- 
ments. 

The prime minister said he 
submitted to the King the gov- 


ernment's statement that he 
will read at Parliament intro- 
ducing the 1999 budget as 
well as the Speech from the 
Throne that the King delivers 
at the opening of Parliament's 
ordinary session in December. 

According to Tarawneh. 
King Hussein has been keenly 
following up on the imple- 
mentation of the Wye River 
accord in which he had played 
a key role, noting that he was 
satisfied with the recent con- 
clusion of the Turidsh-Syrian 
standoff and toe end to the 
UJL -Iraq crisis. 

Tarawneh said he met sever- 
al U.S. administration officials 
in Washington and discussed 
Joidanian-American econom- 
ic and trade cooperation and 
U.S. aid to toe Kingdom. He 
also called on the administra- 
tion of President Bill Clinton 
to give due attention to toe 
question of Jordan-Palestine 
trade, as Jordan is intent on 
opening markets for its 
exports. 


Negotiations for Aqaba Railway 
concession to get on track 


By Gbadeer Taber 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment and an American-led 
consortium will begin negoti- 
ations Sunday on a conces- 
sion tor the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation, Transport Min- 
ister Nasser Lawzi said Fri- 
day. ' 

Defence and engineering 
giant Raytheon, working with 
American firms Wisconsin 
Central and General Electric, 
and Mitsubishi of Japan. CCC 
contractors of Greece, as well 
as the Amman-based Kawar 
group, submitted the highest 
of four offers for the 25-year 
concession and tbe assets of 
toe Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion, he said 

Raytheon’s offer was a 
lump sum of JD20 million. 

The concession will indude 
operation and maintenance of 
die Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion. financing and construc- 
tion of rail extensions to the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company at Shidiyeh and 
between Aqaba and the 
Aqaba industrial area (Wadi 
II) on a build, transfer and 
operate (BTO) basis, accord- 
ing to ministry officials. 

Official and industry 
sources estimate that the 
planned expansion will even- 
tually cost betw een $100-120 
million, to be paid by the con- 
cessionaire. 

But according to the len- 
der’s terms of reference, the 
highest price offer does not 
guarantee that Raytheon auto- 
matically is declared toe win- 
ner. 

If toe government and 
Raytheon do not reach a deal 
within one month on tbe 


terms of the concession and 
toe conditions for transporting 
rock phosphates, the govern- 
ment will then initiate negoti- 
ations with the second high- 
est bidder. Omnitrax of the 
United States, which submit- 
ted an offer of JD15.3 mil- 
lion. 

Tbe transport ministry also 
received offers from San 
Francisco-based Bechtel, and 
SNC Lavalin of Canada, with 
an offer of JDI million. Tbe 
ministry did not open Bech- 
tel’s financial offer because it 
failed to submit a bank guar- 
antee as required by the terms 
of the tender document 

The four companies had 
submitted technical proposals 
earlier in July, qualifying 
them for the final round. 
Those offers were submitted 
Wednesday. 

The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, the main 
customer of toe stare-owned 
railway, could be a partner, 
with up to 24 per cent equity, 
in the newiy-privarised com- 
pany, in line with a govern- 
ment decision taken a month 
ago. 

The Aqaba Railway Corpo- 
ration, which has a JD 70 mil- 
lion debt that will be absorbed 
by the government provides 
rail services from phosphate 
mines owned by JPMC at its 
southern sires of Abiad. 
Hassa. and Shidiyeh for 
export through the Red Sea 
port of Aqaba, mainly to mar- 
kets in Asia. 

But Shidiyeh mine is not 
served by rail and the service 
is provided by a trans-ship- 
ment facility'. 

The new expansion and 
rehabilitation of the track is 


expected to increase the 
amount of tonnage of phos- 
phates transferred annually 
from i5-3 million to between 
5-6 million tonnes, bringing 
in much needed hard currency 
fee toe treasury. 

While the newly-built infra- 
structure will eventually 
revert to government owner- 
ship. the assets of the compa- 
ny wall be on a build, own and 
operate (BOO) basis, accord- 
ing to ministry sources. 

Besides the highly success- 
ful 33 per cent sale of the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories Com- 
pany to Lafarge of France, 
breaking a privatisation dry 
spell, the transport sector has 
emerged as toe mainstay of 
the government’s privatisa- 
tion agenda, a major part of 
toe country’s reform pro- 
gramme with toe Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. 

Unlike the aborted privati- 
sation of the Jordan Telecom- 
munication Corporation, tire 
sale of mainly indebted stare 
transport sector assets has 
proceeded smoothly. 

The indebted Public Trans- 
port Company, undergoing 
liquidation, has sold off is bus 
concessions to toe private sec- 
tor. (see related story on p. 3) 

The ministry has also 
recently received 35 expres- 
sions of interest for the con- 
struction and operation of an 
electric commuter train 
between Amman and Zarqa. 
The government has also 
begun legal and financial 
restructuring of Royal Jordan- 
ian in preparation for the sale 
of a major stake of toe heavi- 
ly indebted air carrier in toe 
international market. 


Minister criticises government 

Emoush says no need for his ministry if it remains powerless 


AMMAN {.J.Tl — Minister 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment Bassam Emoush pub- 
licly criticised the govern- 
ment saying that there was 
□o need for his ministry if 
he was not empowered to 
carry out much-needed pub- 
lic sector reforms. 

Charging that too many 
parties were involved in the 
ministry’s work, Emoush, 
an Islamist who was 
expelled by the influential 
Islamic Action From Party 
for taking a different posi- 
tion over toe group’s deci- 
sion to boycott last year’s 
general elections, said that 
only the prime minister and 


his team were collectively 
responsible for carrying out 
such reforms. 

"My ministerial portfolio 
only carries the name of 
administrative development 
but is void of powers and 
authority to perform its 
duties despite the presence 
of a political will to do 
that,” the Arabic daily Ad 
Dustour quoted the minister 
as telling members of the 
National Society for Free- 
dom and Democracy ( Jund) 
late on Wednesday. 

“...In the present circum- 
stances, I see no need for 
my ministry because it is 
not logical for it to cany out 


these duties.” 

The Arabic daily Al Ra’i 
also quoted him as telling 
Jund that "the authority to 
carry out administrative 
development and reform 
must be given to one depart- 
ment in order to enable it to 
reward toe competent and 
to punish toe negligent 
(government) employees ” 
At present Emoush 
charged, the Council of 
Ministers holds collective 
responsibility for toe 
incompetence in the state's 
institutions because it is 
empowered to do so. The 
Ministry of Administrative 
Development, he added. 


serves as the state’s brain 
behind such reforms, and as 
such its authority is mani- 
fested solely in holding 
workshops on administra- 
tive reforms and develop- 
ment and submitting pro- 
posals and studies to toe 
Cabinet to take the appro- 
priate decisions. 

Still Emoush. long a con- 
troversial figure in party 
politics, said he remained 
optimistic about realising 
his authority and getting to 
toe work at hand. 

“I will continue to seek 
this authority (to cany out 
reforms) until it has been 
realised.” 


The government of Fayez 
Tarawneh. formed on 
August 20. was asked by 
His Majesty* King Hussein 
in a the letter of designation 
to fight corruption, nepo- 
tism, favouritism and 
bureaucracy as well as 
poverty and unemployment. 

Emoush said his ministry' 
was calling for toe creation 
of a higher reforms council 
to help achieve those goals. 

Citing an exampfe of 
abuse of administrative 
powers, Emoush said that 
four reports submitted to 
Parliament by toe Audit 
Bureau on public adminis- 
tration excesses are still in 


the drawers of the Lower 
House. 

According to Emoush a 
report by toe Audit Bureau 
in 1997 speaks about JD3 
million embezzlement 
cases and notes that the 
Department for Combating 
Corruption saved toe trea- 
sury JD40 million over the 
past two years through its 
investigations. 

The minister said these 
facts demonstrate that in 
toe absence of a central 
authority concerned with 
reforms and development 
corruption continues to 
flourish. 




Kurdish rebel leader 
Ocalan released from 
detention in Rome 

Turkish envoy to Italy slams decision 


ROME (AP) — A Rome 
court freed Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan 
from detention Friday but 
ordered him to remain in 
Rome while his appeal for 
political asylum is consid- 
ered. 

Ocalan has been held in a 
military hospital since he 
was arrested last week 
upon arrival on a flight 
from Moscow. 

Turkey has demanded 
his extradition, but Italy's 
law prohibits it from extra- 
diting someone to a coun- 
try where he may face the 
death penalty, as is the 
case with Ocalan in 
Turkey. 

“I am amazed." Turkey's 
ambassador to Italy. Inal 
Baru. told the AG1 news 
agency. “The head of a ter- 
rorist organisation, a noto- 
rious assassin is treated by 
your country like a wel- 
come guest." 

Italian Premier Massimo 
D'Alema insists he won't 
be intimidated by Turkey. 
“We will apply the deci- 
sions of the courts." 
D'Alema told reporters ; 
during a visit to Florence. 

Germany announced 
Wednesday that it would 


not seek the extradition of 
Ocalan. who also has been 
wanted in Germany on 
charges of terrorism since 
1990. The decision meant 
Italy no longer needed to 
detain Ocalan on the Ger- 
man-issued arrest warrant. 

“It is clear that we will 
review our economic and 
trade relations with a gov- 
ernment. which by keeping 
the murderer of 30.000 
■ people and providing him 
haven, is becoming an 
accomplice to his crimes,” 
Turkey's Defence Minister 
lsmet Sezgin said from 
Ankara. 

The Anatolia news 
agency reported that Turk- 
ish Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz appealed to NATO 
for support, explaining 
that Ocalan is the “worst 
terrorist of the century.” 

In a written statement. 
Ocalan appealed to the 
thousands of Kurds who 
have travelled to Rome in 
a show of solidarity to 
return home and sustain 
the Kurdish cause through 
legal and democratic 
means. 

“I don't want our people 
to keep protesting and set- 
ting themselves on fire and 


I don’t want any behaviour 
which might reflect badly 
on the Kurdish people.” 
said the statement read by 
a Kurdish spokesman in 
Rome, Akif Hasan. 

About 700 Kurds began 
dancing and chanting pro- 
Ocaiorf slogans in a central 
Rome piazza when they 
heard of Ocaian’s release. 

Turkey has been furious 
over Italy's refusal to turn 
over Ocalan. Turkish busi- 
nesses have begun boy- 
cotting Italian goods in 
response. 

Foreign Minister Lam- 
berto Dini denounced the 
boycott, calling the action 
“an aggression against all 
of Europe.” Italy’s opposi- 
tion forces have called for 
Ocaian’s expulsion from 
Italy. 

Ocalan heads a guerrilla 
movement which has 
fought a 14-year war for 
autonomy in predominant- 
ly southeastern Turkey. 
Nearly 37,000 people have 
been killed. 

Friday's court decision 
said Ocalan will be free to 
move around Rome but he 
will have to notify authori- 
ties of any plans to leave 
his residence. 



POVERTY IN IRAQ: Impoverished Iraqi women and children mob a man Friday as he gives out money outside 
AJ Jilani Mosque in Baghdad. United Nations arms monitors went out to work on Friday despite bitter verbal 
sniping between Iraq and its adversaries in the West (Reuters photoj 

Israelis charged with spying on Cyprus 

Official request for bail turned down by Cypriot court 


Amnesty says Israel, allies 
holding Lebanese cleric 


BEIRUT (Ri — Human 
righb watchdog Amnesty 
International said on Friday 
Israel and its local proxy 
had arrested a Lebanese 
religious' leader last month 
and called for the cleric's 
release ‘if he is not put on 
trial soon. 

"Amnesty International 
has just received news of 
the arrest of religious leader 
Abbas Muhsen Fadlallah 
whom the organisation fears 
could be at risk of torture or 
ill-treatment and prolonged 
detention without trial." the 
London-based organisation 
said in a statement. 


“We call for his release, if 
he is not to be charged with 
criminal offences and tried 
according to international 
standards for a fair trial.” it 
added. 

Amnesty said Fadlallah. a 
Shi’ite. was arrested by 
Israeli security forces and 
their local South Lebanon 
Army tSLA) militia on Oct. 
27 at his home in Kfar Kila, 
inside the Jewish state's 
south Lebanon occupation 
zone. 

He was taken to the SLA- 
run Khiam prison inside the 
15-km deep zone. Amnesty 
did not say whether Fadlal- 


lah was part of the guerrilla 
groups fighting the Israeli 
occupation. 

The statement said around 
140 detainees were believed 
to be held at Khiam jail, 
some without trial for up to 
13 years. 

Israel set up the security 
zone in 1985. saying it had 
to protect its northern bor- 
ders from potential guerrilla 
attacks. 

The pro- Iranian Shi'ite 
Hizbollah I Party of God) 
and other guerrilla groups 
are waging a war to oust the 
Israelis and the SLA from 
Lebanon's south. 


LARNACA (Rl — Cyprus 
on Friday formally ehaiged 
two Israeli nationals with spy- 
ing for an unnamed foreign 
country on the militarily 
divided eastern Mediter- 
ranean island. 

In a case which has strained 
Cypms-Israel relations, Udi 
Hargov, 37. and Igal Damary. 
49. were accused of conspira- 
cy to spy and possession of 
banned listening equipment 

The two countries enjoy 
close relations, but in an indi- 
cation of how determined 
Cyprus is to dear the case up. 
the court in the southern port 
ofLamacaon Friday rejected . 
an official request from the 
Israeli government to release 
the suspects on bail in the care 
of the Israeli embassy in 
Nicosia. 

“With the intent of harming 
the safety or the interests of 
the Cyprus Republic, the 
accused collected information 
on the defence of tire republic 
and passed this information 
on to a foreign country.” an 
investigating officer told the 
court 


Defence lawyers had 
brought the consul at the 
Israeli embassy. Michel 
Hard, to vouch for the two 
suspects. 

"As a representative of the 
Israeli embassy and the stare 
of Israel, we undertake the 
obligation that the two sus- 
pects appear in the court 
whenever requested,” Hare! 
told the court 

The request was hotly con- 
tested by public prosecutors, 
who expressed concern that 
the accused could take flight 
Hard said the Israeli embassy 
routinely made such requests 
in other countries "when we 
believe the suspects are inno- 
cent" 

Judge Tefkros Economou 
sided with prosecutors. 
“Under the circumstances and 
with all respect to the consul 
of Israel and his good intent 
the purpose can be secured 
only through detention by 
Cyprus authorities." he said. 

Israel has denied the two 
men were working against 
Cyprus or for Turkey, which 
invaded northern Cyprus in 


1974 after a brief Greek- 
inspired coup. 

The two suspects were 
arrested at a village on the 
island's southern coast on 
Nov. 7 after reports of suspect 
Israeli activity in the area. 
Police said high-tech listening 
equipment was found at their 
rented apartment tuned in to 
police radio frequencies. 

Spying carries a maximum 
sentence upon conviction of 
10 years in prison under 
Cyprus law. 

The two suspects were not 
obliged to answer the charges, 
which were translated to them 
in Hebrew .from Greek by an 
interpreter. Standing at the 
dock in court on Friday., they 
just nodded when asked if “ 
they understood the accusa- 
tions. 

Police said the alleged 
offences were committed 
between Oct. 15 and Nov. 6 . 
The first date refers to anoth- 
er visit of the pair to Cyprus, 
during a large-scale military 
exercise with Greek and 
Cypriot armed forces. 

The region is said to be mil- 


itarily sensitive and is supect- 
ed of being the site of a new 
Cypriot naval base. 

The case has fanned imagi- 
nations on the island, with 
media speculation ranging 
from the Israelis being spies 
for Turkey, to them snooping 
on the military in an attempt 
to gauge when the island will 
take delivery of a purchase of 
surface-to-air missiles from 
Russia. 

Turkey has vowed to pre- 
vent deployment of the mis- 
siles, the arrival date of which 
is a closely guarded secret 

Top criminal lawyer .Antis 
Triantafyllides described evi-, 
dence against the two as flim- 
. syartd criticised media cover- 
" age of the case. "The princi- 
ple of innocent until proven 
guilty has been violated day 
in. day out for the past 15 
days by the media.” he said. 

Hargov and Dam ary. who 
arc being held in separate 
detention areas, looked cheer- 
ful. Camera-shy in previous 
appearances. Hargov at one 
point stuck his tongue out at a 
photographer. 


Israeli who allegedly wanted to attack Netanyahu brought to court 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
court on Friday extended by 
four days the detention of an 
Israeli man suspected of plan- 
ning to attack Israeli Prime 
Minister Bcnyamin Netanyahu. 

Outside the magistrate's court 
in the northern town of Acre, 
several ulira-Onhodox Jews 


chanted and read psalms to 
show support for the suspect. 
Shabtai Bloch. 4S. a member of 
the u!tru-Orthodo\ Chabad 
group. 

Bloch allegedly plotted to 
attack Netanyahu during the 
prime minister's visit to the 
town of Safcd in northern Israel 


on Thursday evening. Police 
gave no further details. Bloch's 
lawyer told Israel Radio that 
his client opposes violence. 

Chabad members demon- 
strated against Netanyahu in 
Safcd during the visit, angry 
over last month's Israel-Pales- 
tinian agreement that calls on 


Israel to hand over territory in 
the West Bank. 

Israel Radio said Bloch 
organised the protest. 

At Chabad headquarters in 
New York. Rabbi Yehuda Krin- 
sky. a spokesman for the move- 
ment. said: “Violence, even the 
threat of violence, is anathema" 


to Chabad. 

Chabad supported Netanyahu 
in Israel's 1996 election, but 
members feel Netanyahu has 
betrayed them by agreeing to 
hand over West Bank land to 
Palestinian control. 

On Friday, the Israeli court 
ruled that the police had suffi- 


cient evidence to justify hold- 
ing Bloch for another four 

days. 

In 1995. a ultra-nationalist 
Jew- assassinated Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, trying to 
stop Rabin's policy of trading 
West Bank land for peace with 
the Palestinians. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 47731 U -19 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


! 15:10 

Animaniacs 

i 15:30 

Tha Ad\. of Bii>-h Pairal 

1 16:00 

Drama - Neighbours 

’ 16-30 


17:00 French Programme - Faui 

1 Pa*. Rc\ er 

. IS: 15 

Wind al Mv Back 

! 19:00 

New in French 

19:15 

French Programme I9J0 


News Headlines 

! !9;35 Citmedj — Murchv Brown 

20:00 


1 20:30 . 


21:15 

An ABC Demncracv 

21:30 

Boston Pops 

J 22:00 


22:30 

..Fcuiure film — 'TnpTrap" 

1 23:59 


(11:00 

FndofTX 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:44 . 


06:04.. 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:21.. 


14:14.. 


16:38 . 

Maghreb 

17:59 

/Mia 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sveifieh". Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

, 4032785 

i SL Joseph Church Tel. 
i 467.4500 

: Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
; 46H«h6 


Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865847 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. 5S 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swci- 
fich TeL 5920146 
The Uxnatc Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish Tel. 461419*3 
Evangelical Free Church Tel. 

4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1 35 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Sfctei'nUagy 

Warm weather conditions will 


prevail with skies cloudy io 
partly cloudy under the effect 
of unstable weather conditions. 
Scattered thunder showers arc 
expected and winds southeast- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, occassional ly rainy, 
winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas choppy. 

Mul/Mox. temp. 

Amman 13/25 

Aqaba 18/29 

Deserts 11/27 

Jordan Valley 18/30 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 23 Aqaba 25. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 26 percent. 
Aqaba 66 percent. 

Following are ihc tempreatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

AjJowi 09/17 

Jcrasfa 12/24 

Urn Qays 11/23 

Madaba 08/22 

Petra 07/13 

Dead Sea 6/30 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DITY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Abdul Hatfi Tayytm 4620 1 1 5 


Dr. Wixsam Hzary in .4748565 

Dr. Khalid Abdo 4657129 

Dr. MuntherAIQndnL....' 4779959 
AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537(8)4 
RuknAJPawa Pharmacy 5536169 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh ...102)250080 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .HJ2 >275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah SaUarini <n9i9S7565 

Palestine Pharmacy..! 09 (983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cenirc 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department .5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630541 

Civil Defence Emcigcncy.....I99 
Rescue Mice 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 461 7101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DepL....463032 1 

Hotel Complaint*. 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Sotmc Cu : _4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 12 1 

Overseas Calls 0132 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623IDI 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

JonianTclcvision 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power C«« 46363K I 

RJ Right lnformation..44-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Suigery 592l|uy 

The Mamie, Abdli ......5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre.. 5K56S56 

LuzmiLi 4630(95 

Kluiidi Maternity. 464428 1 /ft 

Akileh Mulcmiiy. 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Matemiiy....4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisuni 5607071 

Shmcisuni Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Huspital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Munsivr Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahli, Abdali ..56641 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army. Marka .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital. 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospiutl 

iHQionnsfin 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospilul 
rnQdMoaon 

IRBfD: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
ffPp7SS55 

Roman 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)272273 


Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

(1)2)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(0217102831.10217102011 

Speciality Hospital ...,t02i 7103100 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(0312014111 


Hospital 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department al (he Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44153200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
Mights is obtained on telephone 
(41) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights 
can he supplied un phone 


4875201-5. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 

07:55 .Tehran (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08 JO Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi ("RJ* 

tHh55 Karachi, Dubai iTU) 

10:05 Beirut (RJj 

10:15 -...Doha. Bahrain (RJl 

10 J5 Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 ..New York. Amsterdam iRJ i 

l&2fl Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

1*40 ..-...-Franklun (RJ) 

19:45 ....... Rome fRJ) 

22:45 Paris (RJ) 

22a0 LamacatiUl 

07:00 — Bangkok. Shariqah (RJj 

Other Flights 

LLKIS Vienna i OS ) 

13:15 Riyadh fSV) 

13:20 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GFj 

*4:05 Rume <AZ) 

I8HW . — Dubai, Damascus i EK ) 

*8:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:05 Paris tAF) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LHi 

21^5 Cairo IMS) 

22:55 London, DamaMms (BA) 

23=25 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 Belgrade ?JU) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:30 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A) 


denies 
knowledge 
of plans to 
assassinate 

Islamist 

leaders 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 
has denied any knowledge 
of plans by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to assassinate Islamist 
leaders in the Kingdom, as 
alleged by the Jordanian 
Muslim Brotherhood, the 
French news agency, 
Agence France Press e! 
reported Thursday.- 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi was quoted by AFP 
as saying he had "do offi- 
cial i nformaiion” about 
the assassination plans. 

“If these reports prove to 
be correct we will give the- 
ni alter the utmost atten- 
tion ... it would be a very 
dangerous affair,” Qadi 
was quoted as saying. 

He stressed that Jordan 
“gives permission to no 
party, Arab or Israeli, to 
attack its citizens, whatev- 
er views they might hold.” 

The Brotherhood's 
spokesperson, Jamil Abu 
Bakr. told AFP that the 
organisation had received 
information that the PNA 
had been plotting to assas- 
sinate Islamist leaders, 
including former Member 
of Parliament Hanunam 
Said and members of 
Hamas. 

But PNA Secretary Gen- 
eral Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
refuted Abu Baker's alle- 
gations and accused the 
Jordanian branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood of 
seeking to attack ■‘the 
strong relations which 
link the Palestinian 
Authority and .. Jordan." 
AFP reported, „ ^ 
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came after Said, who is j 
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Front (IAF). allegedly j 
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die murder of Palestinian^ «»“nytllc 

leaders following the I 


signing of the Oct 23 — J.-ra.-.:'.- 

Palestinian-Israeli agree- |^<Ninimparli.«re--.- 
ment at Wye Plantation. Nudaj.i three-L- 
outside Washington D.C.. ^ntyuiiftan 
breaking an 1 8-month old- ^tnigthen relj'a. -n ■ 
deadlock in the peace = fc nair«;-nai a. - . 4 .- r - . 
process. asd Paie-n -,r 

According to the news 3 1 

agency, Abu Bakr said ;>. • 

Said denied issuing the 
fatwa. He said the Broth- j °'4l ihc -pe^l 
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plans. AFP said. 
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Queen delivers address I Criminal Court acquits three Egyptian 


at United World Colleges 
fundraising event 


AMMAN (J.T.) — During a 
one-day trip to New York, 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
patronised a fundraising din- 
ner Thursday for the United 
World Colleges (UWC). 
which was attended! by Queen 
Sophia of Spain, Queen 
Anne-Marie of the Hellenes, 
Crown Prince Pavlos of 
Greece and his wife, and 
other officials and dignitaries, 
a Royal Court statement said. 

Queen Noor, president of 
the UWC, honoured two 
major donors: Milton Petrie, 
who set up a scholarship fund 
in memory of her son, me 
Marquis de Portago, and the 
Shelby Davis family, which 
contributed $45 million, “the 
largest gift ever made in the 
United States to intemationaJ 
education.” The proceeds of 
the dinner went to scholarship 
funds fa- UWC students, the 
statement said. 

In her remarks. Queen Noor 
said: “We do not want simply 
to produce educated young 
people, important as that is; 
we hope to nurture educated 
activists and future leaders 
who can identify and help to 
resolve the challenges within 
their own societies and con- 
tribute to stability, peace and 
justice in the wider world." 

The Queen noted that the 
Middle East and the UWC 
would mutually benefit from 
enhanced participation in the 
UWC movement as the 
UWC are educating “a new 
generation of architects and 
builders of peace,” while the 
young people of the region 
would “bring a particularly 
seasoned perspective to the 
movement’s goals of toler- 
ance. conflict resolution and 
global solidarity.” 

Queen Noor added that the 
establishment of an 1 1th 
United World College in the 
Middle East was “endorsed 
with enthusiasm” by the 
UWC International Board 
and preliminary studies for 
the college have been under- 





taken at a site in Aqaba, 
which overlooks “the strate- 
gic and symbolic juncture of 
Jordan, Israel, Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt.” 

Students studying there in 
the future, according to the 
Queen, will be able to work 
on joint projects involving all 
four countries that could 
“enhance cross-bonder coop- 
eration.’’ 

The Queen concluded her 
speech with a saying from 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela, president of the 
UWC International Council: 
“I have crossed famous 
rivers,” meaning that one has 
travelled a great distance and 
gained experience and wis- 
dom from it. She said the 
UWC “build the bridges that 
make those crossings possi- 
ble. They are bridges across 
cultures and within commu- 
nities, and they start with a 
single bridge — the one that 
spans a divide between two 


people.” 

The UWC is ao equal 
opportunity international sec- 
ondary education programme 
designed to foster cross-cul- 
tural understanding and glob- 
al peace. Founded in 1962, it 
consists of 10 colleges situat- 
ed in Wales. Canada, Singa- 
pore, the U.S., Swaziland, 
Italy. Venezuela, Hong Kong. 
Norway and India. Students 
are chosen on merit regard- 
less of race, creed, colour, 
background or financial abili- 
ty and the majority are award- 
ed scholarships. 

HRH Prince Zeid Ben Ra'd 
and Jordan’s ambassador to 
the U-N- Hassan Abu Nimah. 
attended the dinner with the 
Queen. Later that evening. 
Queen Noor returned to 
Washington. D.C., where she 
rejoined His Majesty King 
Hussein, who was taking a 
break from treatment at the 
Mayo Clinic, foe statement 
said. 


Jordanian, Palestinian parliamentarians 
agree to strengthen bilateral cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian parliamen- 
tarians concluded a three-day 
meeting Friday with an agree- 
ment to strengthen relations 
between foe national assem- 
blies in Jordan and Palestine. 

A joint statement issued 
upon foe conclusion of foe 
Palestinian delegation s visit 
to Jordan said foe speakers 
and members of the Senate 
and foe Lower House and 
their counterparts front foe 
Palestinian Legislative Coun- 
cil (PLO held important, 
frank and in-depth talks on 
Jordani an-Palestini an cooper- 
ation in financial economic, 
legal and other fields. 


what ' s 
going on 

I LECTURE 

■ ‘The Sanctum® of Wadi 
Khurar" by Father Michelle Pioriril- 
lo ai the City Hall. Ammon Munici- 
pulhy. Ras AI 'Ain at 6 JO pm. (The 
lecture will discuss she importance 
of Tell Kharrar where modem 
explorers have found pocery shreds 
from Roman periods and stone ves- 
IseLM. 

1 EXHIBITIONS 

I * Paintings by Fnrouq Hassan ai 
Ctfali An Gallery, Umm Uihatra 
(TeL 5526W2X until Nov. 29. 

* Fhotography exhibition entitled 
“Windows and Doors” by Hard 
Houm a Baladna Art Gaflay. 
Gardens Street (TfeL 5537598), until 
Dec. 18. 

* Display of Jordan River Rxm- 
durion tfRF) 1998 atsumn/wiraer 
collection entitled “Falling Leaves” 
or the JRF showroom. Jabal 
Amman (TeL 461 308 U until Nov. 
3a 

* Crosaoads of CiriJisaricns: 
Mae Than 100 Years of German 
Archaeological Activities in Jordan” 
(sponsored by tire German Protes- 
tant Institute in cooperation with 
ftara Store Preserv^jon) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 
28. 

* Exhibition of watscolouis by 
Muknrram Haghondouqa at Insriw- 
lo Cervantes. Jabal Amman, until 
Nov. 24. 


The two sides underlined 
foe importance of foe Pales- 
tinian delegation’s visit, not- 
ing that it came ai a sensitive 
time in foe Middle East foal 
requires intensive coordina- 
tion of Jordanian-Palestinian 
stands, according to the state- 
ment. 

The two sides agreed to pro- 
mote economic and trade 
cooperation and work 
towards removing obstacles 
impeding mutual import- 
export operations. 

They formed a joint com- 
mittee to coordinate matters 
between the two assemblies at 
the local, regional and 
international levels. 




The two sides said they will 
work towards integrating foe 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
economies in order to gradu- 
ally reduce the Palestinians' 
economic dependence on 
Israel 

During their stay in 
Amman, foe Palestinian dele- 
gation. fed by PLC Speaker 
Ahmad Qoureia, was 
received by HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. foe Regent, 
who underlined foe impor- 
tance of maintaining and 
strengthening Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination in 
order to safeguard the inter- 
ests of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples. 


A 


nationals charged with 1995 murder 


By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — Three men 
charged with foe gruesome 
murder of a 29-year-old 
Egyptian in December 
1995 were acquitted Thurs- 
day by the Criminal Court, 
which ruled that their con- 
fessions were extracted 
under mental duress. 

Nabil Amin, 27. Moham- 
mad Tab ami. 25, and 
Mohammad Maghazi, 28, 
all Egyptian nationals, 
were found innocent of the 
charges of the murder and 
mutilation of Massad Shi- 
nawi on Dec. 30. 

The court, comprising 
Justices Mohammad 
Ajarmeh, Mifleh Mubeidin 
and Issa Ham dan, said it 
could aot rely on foe defen- 
dants’ confessions “since 
they were subjected to 
mental duress.” 

It added that the evidence 
submitted by the prosecu- 


tion to indict the men “was 
not solid, and there were 
some errors in some of the 
police procedures.” 
Shinawi’s body was dis- 
membered, placed in a red 
suitcase and left at foe bus 
terminal near Maraoura 
Hotel in Wfodat on Dec. 
30, 1995. The victim had 
suffered a blow to foe head 
and his throat was slit 
In February 1996, the 
authorities announced the 
arrest of foe three suspects 
and said they had strong 
evidence that linked foe 
suspects to the murder. 

Luggage porters at the 
bus terminal noted that the 
red suitcase was left unat- 
tended and called the 
police. 

Court ratifies 
murder acquittal 

Meanwhile, the Court 
of Cassation on Thursday 


Ministry awards 
contracts for bus 
route operations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Transport on 
Thursday signed contracts 
with three local firms to 
operate, manage and 
invest in four areas of 
operation for bus routes in 
the Greater Amman 
Municipality as part of the 
ministry’s plans to reha- 
bilitate and privatise the 
state-run Public Transport 
Corporation (PTC). 

The first area, which 
includes eight main routes 
served by 60 buses, will 
be operated by for the 
Tawfiq Transport and 
Investment Company 
under a JD 140,000 annual 
lease agreement. 

The Asia Transport 
Company will operate 
three routes served by 26 
buses in the second area 
under a JD 136,000 annual 
lease deal. The same firm 
will also operate the third 
area, which consists of 
five main routes served by 
39 buses, under an annual 
lease agreement worth 
JD 196.000. 

The Jordanian Company 
for Consultation and 
Investment will operate 
the fourth area, which 
consists of seven main 
routes served by 40 buses, 
for JD85.000 per year. 

The areas will become 
fully serviced between 
April and August 1999. 

The contracts include 
importing new vehicles in 
line with international 
standards and operating 
routes according to fixed 


schedules. Insurance, 
communications and 
maintenance systems will 
be provided. Uniforms 
will be worn by drivers, 
who will work on eight- 
hour shifts. 

In order to divest its 
interest in the indebted 
transport sector, the gov- 
ernment last month asked 
a local accounting firm to 
begin liquidating the 
PTC’s liabilities and sell 
its assets, mainly decrepit 
buses in use since the 
early 1980s. 

The firm, a government 
monopoly which has hail 
the concession rights on 
all routes in the Amman 
area since its inception in 
the 1970s, has recorded 
monthly losses ol 
JD 100,000. 

The company’s buses 
currently cover five per 
cent of Amman’s routes, 
while 13 private operators 
run 500 smaller modern 
buses under a 15-year 
concession granted seven 
years ago. 

The corporation award- 
ed the concession rights to 
operate the new buses 
after the Gulf crisis forced 
over 300,000 Jordanians 
to return from the Arab 
Gulf states, straining the 
firm’s operations. 

Despite their heav\ 
dependence on public 
buses, commuters have 
long complained of unre- 
liable, unsafe and low- 
quality service from the 
PTC. 
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GIFT DISTRIBUTION TO MARK KING’S BIRTHDAY: Marking His Majesty King Hussein’s 63rd birthday, 
members of AI Mustaqbal Club distribute gifts to children hospitalised at AI Hussein Medical Centre. They also 
organised a blood donation drive (Petra photo) 
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ratified a Criminal Court 
ruling from September 
acquitting two cousins of 
complicity in the murder 
of a man in Salt in May 
1997. 

Faisal and Mohammad 
Kharabsheh, both 20, 
were each sentenced to 
10 years in prison in May 
of this year for murdering 
Ibrahim Mohammad on 
May 9, 1 997, in the 
Rmemin area of Salt fol- 
lowing a fight. 

Also sentenced was 
Ghazi Ali, 20, who 
received 1 5 years for 
manslaughter. Ali’s sen- 
tence was also ratified by 
the Court of Cassation. 

In July, the Court of 
Cassation returned the 
case to the Criminal 
Court requesting a retrial, 
“because the Criminal 
Court based its rulings* 
only on the prosecution’s 
witnesses and failed to 


consider other witnesses’ 
testimonies.” 

Based on the higher 
court’s request, the Crim- 
inal Court stated in its 
September ruling that 
after hearing several wit- 
nesses for the second 
time, “it was proven that 
the two defendants were 
trying to stop the fight- 
ing.” 

Qasbash trial postponed 
until Nov. 29 

Also Thursday, the 
Criminal Court post- 
poned the trial of 19- 
year-old Sa’eed Qashash, 
the student accused of 
killing 11 family mem- 
bers and a close friend, 
until Nov. 29 to either 
issue a verdict or further 
examine the case. 

The victims of the June 
10. 1998 mass murder 
included Qa<hash\ par- 


ents. brothers, sisters, a 
brother-in-law and his 
life-long friend Ana 

Sha’lan. All the victims 
were reportedly shot in 
the back of the head. 

Qashash, who con- 

fessed to the murder one 
day after the discovery of 
the bodies, told authori- 
ties that he committed the 
crimes because his family 
was harassing him about 
his academic perfor- 
mance and had threatened 
to kick him out of the 
house. 

Last month. Qashash 
retracted his confessions 
in court and claimed that 
four other people were 
the actual killers. 

He claimed that the four 
were searching for com- 
puter diskettes that 
belonged to one of his 
brothers, who was one of 
the victims. 
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Pakistan PM uses 
military courts to 
quell violence 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif announced 
Friday that military courts 
would be established 
immediately to restore 
peace in Karachi, where 
nearly 800 people have 
been killed this year. 

He said Article 245 of the 
Constitution had been 
invoked to give the military 
powers to back the provin- 
cial ad mini stration against 
the sectarian, political and 
ethnic violence that has 
earned Karachi the title 
“City of Death.’* “We have 
decided to invoke article 
245 under which military 
courts have been establish 
to help restore peace in 
Karachi,” Sharif told 
reporters in Karachi. 

It was the most radical 
step Sharif's government 
had taken against the near- 
daily bloodshed in Karachi, 
a city of 12 million and 
Pakistan’s main port and 
commercial centre. 

Sharif on Oct. 30 dis- 
missed the provincial gov- 
ernment of Sindh, of which 
Karachi Is the capital, and 
imposed direct or gover- 
nor's rule, saying the mea- 
sure was needed to thwart 
“terrorism” and restore 
peace in Karachi. 

“The police will continue 
to do its work and (paramil- 
itary) Rangers will do theirs 
but from now on. if needed, 
the army can be called in 
for assistance.” he said. 

Officials say more than 
500 people were killed in 
Karachi in 1997 and close 
to S00 have been killed so 
far this year. 

They say 28 of these were 
high profile murders and an 
estimated 490 people are 
suspected of involvement in 
most of these crimes. 

The official news agency 
APP said President ' 
Mohammad Rafiq Tarar 
Friday promulgated the 
Pakistan Armed Forces 
(Acting in Aid of the Civil 
Powers) Ordinance, 199.8. 


The Ordinance, which 
comes into force at once, 
sets out the powers and 
duties of the Armed Forces 
acting in. aid of civil power, 
under Article 245 of the 
Constitution. 

“The Ordinance shall 
extend to such areas of the 
Province of Sindh in which 
the Armed Forces are called 
upon to act in aid of the 
civil powers under article 
245 of the Constitution, it 
added. 

Sharif said all cases of 
terrorism and serious 
crimes in Karachi would be 
shifted to military courts 
and that “appeals (against 
decisions) would also be 
heard by military courts.” 
‘These courts will take 
decisions not in months, not 
in weeks but in days,” he 
said. 

He said the governor will 
continue to" head the 
provincial administration 
and military courts will 
operate until they are no 
longer needed. 

Sharif refused to com- 
ment when asked if the 
powers and functions of 
normal courts, political 
activities, the freedom of 
press and the provincial 
parliament had been sus- 
pended. 

But a ruling party official 
who asked not to be named 
said; “Effectively the 
province has been given to 
the army.” Two days before 
imposing direct rule in 
Sindh, Sharif accused his 
key ally in the province — 
Muttahida National 

Movement (MQM) — of 
involvement in the daylight 
murder of a former gover- 
nor of the province Hakim 
Said. 

Friday he named several 
supporters of the MQM for 
alleged involvement in 
dozens of murders and ter- 
rorism in the city. 

“We do not expect any 
justice from this measure" 
an MQM leader, Shoaib 
Bhukari told Reuters. 


Boston school 
arson plot foiled 


BOSTON (UPI) — A 13- 
year-old boy apparently 
angered over being trans- 
ferred away from his friends 
for disciplinary reasons has 
been arrested for plotting to 
set fire to a crowded Bosron 
middle school. 

Authorities say the plot 
was to have been carried out 
at lunchtime Friday or 
Monday at the William 
Howard Taft Middle School, 
but was foiled when other 
students learned about it and 
told school authorities. 

At least one other eighth- 
grader was expected to be 
charged, and reports today 
say the plot may have 
involved as many as five stu- 
dents. 

Boston School Police Lt. 
Michael Hennessey said 
notes passed among stu- 
dents were confiscated and; 
led to the arrest of the 
Dorchester boy Thursday. 

Hennessey told the Boston 
Globe “this could have been 
a big tragedy if it was not 
discovered, a major fire with 
hundreds of kids in the 
building.” 


Boston Fire Arson Squad 
Ll Rick Splaine told the 
Boston Herald that he'd 
“hate to be digging through 
rubble in a case tike this." 
Authorities said the boy and 
some friends planned to 
spread gasoline in the base- 
ment of the school, using an 
unlocked door to gain 
entrance. 

The arson was supposed to 
take place at lunchtime 
today or Monday while the 
school was filled with some 
700 students, teachers and 
staffers. 

Police say the 13-year-old 
was the mastermind. One 
source told the Herald that 
the boy “felt he was trans- 
ferred unfairly, and this was 
his way of getting back at 
the administration.” The 
boy's mother said her son 
was a “good kid,” and that 
she's “very upset” The plot 
came to light just days after 
authorities in Burlington, 
Wis., uncovered a plan by 
five teenagers to shoot and 
kill students and teachers in 
their high school because 
they were being picked on. 



Souih Korean investigators search for signs of possible North Korean intruders on Kanghwa Island. South Korea 
issued a high security alert on its sea border with North Korea after firing warning shots on an unidentified ship 
whiCh sailed into its waters (Reuters photo) 


South Korean radar picks up 
suspected N. Korean infiltration boat 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean troops and police were 
put on maximum alert Friday 
after a North Korean infiltra- 
tion vessel was detected off 
the country’s west coast, 
reports said. 

The intruding vessel, a 
seven-metre submersible 
craft was spotted on radar 
before dawn. It was intercept- 
ed and chased off by military 
patrols Yonhap Television 
News said. 

The vessel was similar to 
infiltration craft which the 
North uses for landing agents 
hoe, it said Experts said the 
North routinely runs infiltra- 
tion missions into South 


Korea. 

Mystery footprints suspect- 
ed of being those of North 
Korean agents who might 
have landed, were also found 
on a beach on Kangwha 
island Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) officials said. 

Kanghwa is northwest of 
Seoul, on an island linked to 
the mainland by causeways. 

Earlier Yonhap noted that 
the area, which is off limit to 
civilian vessels, was used as 
an infiltration route by North 
Korean agents in the past 
years and that there was no 
moonlight at the time of the 
incident 

Navy radar picked up the 


vessel some 1.5 miles off the 
Chang-Gok beach in 
Kanghwa, near the dividing 
line between the South and 
North Korean territorial 
waters around 1:45 am. 
( 1 6:45 GMT Thursday). 

The vessel alternately 
appeared and disappeared 
from radar until it crossed the 
line back into the North at 
05:09 a.m. (20:09 Thursday). 

South Korean patrol boats 
could not chase the vessel 
because the sea was at the 
lowest ebb. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff put 
thousands of troops in the area 
on top alert and mobilised 
patrol boats and anti-subma- 


rine helicopters for a search 
operatioa. 

Tbe two sides are still tech- 
nically at war after the Korean 
War of 1950-53 ended in a 
tense truce. 

In June, nine bodies were 
found in a North Korean mini- 
submarine which was caught 
in a fishing net in South 
Korean waters. South Korean 
authorities said agents were 
among the dead. 

Weeks later, the body of a 
suspected North Korean com- 
mando thought to have died 
while attempting to land, was 
found on an east coast beach 
in the same area the subma- 
rine became entangled. 


Apartheid-era politicians avoiding prosecution 


■PRETORIA (R) — South 
African Justice Minister 
Dullah Omar said Friday 
prosecutions arising from the 
truth probe would be done in 
the national interest, a move 
officials said could let 
apartheid-era politicians off 
the book. 

Omar told a media briefing 
that he foresaw that cases 
against alleged human rights 
abusers would take up to a 
decade to settle in the wake of 
the two-year investigation by 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) of 
apartheid atrocities committed 
by all sides. 

“The TRC has recommend- 
ed that prosecutions be com- 
pleted in two years. I think 
that is wishful thinking... it is 
unattain able,” Omar said. 

He said that prosecutions 
were not aimed at hurting 
efforts at reconciling a country 
still divided by decades of 


racial oppression, but rather at 
establishing the rule of law. 

“We must establish account- 
ability... for the future. We 
must establish the rule of law,” 
he said. 

But Omar also said deci- 
sions to prosecute alleged 
offenders would be taken “in 
the interest of the country.” 

He did not elaborate but 
officials in his department stud 
this offered a way for high- 
profile politicians from both 
sides of the apartheid struggle 
to avoid a court date. 

Several leading politicians 
have been accused of human 
rights violations, but have not 
sought amnesty from prosecu- 
tion from the TRC, which has 
the power to grant legal abso- 
lution in exchange for what it 
accepts as truthful testimony. 

• Among those who have not 
applied for amnesty are for- 
mer President P.W. Botha, 
accused of complicity in 


bombings of anti-apartheid 
activists, and. Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela, the for- 
mer wife of President Nelson 
Mandela, who has been 
accused of murdering and kid- 
napping opponents in the lore 
1980s. 

It is also possible that sever- 
al other cabinet ministers from 
the last white government as 
well as some top leadens of the 
ruling African National 
Congress could also lace pros- 
ecution for having ordered 
incidents that led to human 
rights abuses. 

■There has been no firm 
decision about the high-profile 
cases, but 1 would guess it's 
unlikely the likes of P.W. 
(Botha) will be prosecuted,” a 
justice department official told 
Reuters. 

A special prosecuting unit 
set up to deal with cases aris- 
ing from the apartheid era has 
several prosecutions ready for 


trial, but. not of top current or 
former politicians. 

Jan D’Oliviera, who heads 
the unit, said recently that 
cases against two former gen- 
erals in the apartheid security 
forces were ready for court, 
but that he was awaiting the 
outcome of their amnesty 
applications. 

He also said the case against 
Madikizela-Mandela was 
being prepared but he was not 
prepared to say when, or if, 
the populist ANC leader 
would be prosecuted. 

The TRC report, compiled 
after two years of often emo- 
tional testimony from victims 
and perpetrators, branded 
apartheid a crime against 
humanity, but also said the 
ANC was guilty of gross 
human rights violations in its 
fight against the system of 
legalised racial discrimina- 
tion. 


Ho-ho-no! Britain faces Santa shortage 


LONDON (AP) — It seems 
tiie Santa Claus business in 
Britain has fallen on lean 
times. 

One of the country’s largest 
suppliers of Santa Clauses 
reports a serious shortage of 
actors aspiring to play the jolly 
old elf this year — a problem 
partly blamed on healthier eat- 
ing trends. 

The Ministry of Fun. a 
London-based entertainment 
agency, demands that its 
Santas be convincing — 
which means an authentic fat 
belly is required. "Kids can 


spot padding," agency director 
Julian Pearson says. 

But fewer Santas are mea- 
suring up this year. 

'They’re eating salads and 
everything like this,” Pearson 
says. ‘This is not what we 
want. We need to fatten them 
up.” Pearson faces finding 
Santas for about 470 engage- 
ments, ranging from ‘store 
appearances to magazine 
shoots, in the weeks leading 
up to Christmas. So for. he's 
got only about 30 working, 
fewer than in previous years. 

The demand for Santas is 


especially high this season, so 
Pearson says he's even 
scanned ads in actors' trade 
newspapers trying to recruit 
older, portly actors — prefer- 
ably with their own white 
beards. 

But most physically suitable 
feespiaps refuse to subject 
themselves to the rigors of 
being Kris Kringle, he says. 

Franc ine Eshy EUtinson’s 
Manchester marketing agency 
also is desperately seeking 
suitable Santas. She agrees 
older actors with the right look 
and voice tend to be weight- 


conscious. which means they 
don’t fill out the suit properly. 

“I think everybody is feeing 
the same sort of thing,” she 
says of the shortage. 

Pearson says he’D take ama- 
teurs who look the part, but 
applicants must audition, and 
most don't make the cut. 

For the ones who do, the pay 
isn’t bad — about 100 pounds 
($167) for a few hours of 
spreading good cheer. “It's a 
huge job,” Pearson says. “It’s 
the most magical job in the 
world.” 


Prince Charles complains of press coverage of son 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles upped the stakes 
Friday in a row about the 
right of his younger son. 
Prince Harry, to privacy by 
making an official com- 
plaint to Britain's press 
watchdog over stories about 
the teenager's school life. 

A spokesman for ihe heir 
to the throne said he was 
asking the Press 
Complaints Commission to 
examine reports in the 
tabloid Mirror about inci- 
dents at Eton College, the 
prestigious private school 
Harry and his elder brother 
William attend. 


The Minor has recently 
“revealed" that Harry. 14, 
scored two goals in a school 
football match, and that he 
had an accident with scis- 
sors which meant his hair 
had to be cropped. 

Earlier this week, it com- 
plained that Prince 
Charles’s office was trying 
to stop it reporting that 
Harry had suffered minor 
bruising during a game of 
rugby. 

The prince's aides believe 
the Minor has sensation- 
alised these minor incidents 
in a way that has made it 
impossible for his son to 


have a normal life at Eton, 
just across the River 
Thames from Windsor 
Castle. 

“This matter is nothing to 
do with press freedom.” a 
statement issued by the 
prince’s private office said. 

“Instead, it is everything 
to do with the privacy to 
which Hany and William 
are entitled during their 
education. It is about their 
ability to grow up without 
the telescope of publicity 
bearing down on their every 
move.” The Minor Friday 
devoted the whole of its 
front page and two inside 
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pages to the bizarre row. 

In a lengthy justification 
of its actions, editor Piers 
Morgan said the football 
and scissors stories were 
public property since the 
game was attended by spec- 
tators, and anyone seeing 
the Prince would have 
noted his “skinhead hair- 
cut.” 

Defending the right to 
reveal Prince Harry's rugby 
injuries, Morgan wrote: “I 
believe that since he is 
sporting a sling, it was of 
sufficient concern to war- 
rant reporting. He is, after 
all. third in line to the 


throne.” 

Morgan described a letter 
sent to him by Prince 
Charles’ private secretary, 
Stephen Lamport, asking 
the Mirror to apologise 
publicly to Prince Harry, as 
“a thinly disguised attempt 
to bully and censor the 
press.” 

“The truth is that you 
wish to control everything 
the media writes about the 
people you work for," he 
added. 

British newspapers adopt- 
ed a new tough code of 
practice last year after the 
death of Prince Harry’s 


mother, Princess Diana, in 
which they pledged to 
respect the private lives of 
children of the rich and 
famous. 

Charles has been especial- 
ly protective of his two 
sons, Harry and William, 
16, who is second in line to 
the throne. 

The Press Complaints 
Commission, a body funded 
by the newspaper industry 
as part of its efforts to avoid 
a statutory body to monitor 
press coverage in Britain, 
could order the Mirror to 
publish an apology for its 
stories. 




Clinton calls impeachment panel’s 
subpoena of lawyer unprecedented 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton said he 
did not see Thursday’s impeachment hearings in 
Washington, but was surprised to bear that iris lawyer 
Bob Bennett had been subpoenaed as one of the House 
Judiciary Committee’s upcoming witnesses. “As far as T 
know,” Clinton told reporters Friday in Tokyo before 
boarding the presidential plane, Air Force One. to fly to 
Seoul — the next stop in his Asia tour for Seoul, “there’s 
never been a case where a person’s lawyer was asked to 
come and testify.’* However. Clinton said he was “not 
concerned” about the subpoenas. After independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr’s 12-hour testimony Thursday 
before the Judiciary Committee, the 37-member, 
Republican-led panel surprised everyone by deciding to 
subpoena Bennett and Deputy White House counsel 
Bruce Lindsey, when it convenes next week. After the 
Republicans’ poor showing in the Nov. 3 midterm elec- 
tions, committee chairman Henry Hyde had decided to 
hear only from Starr in its impeachment probe, but later 
this week changed his mind. Clinton, whose comments 
were relayed by telephone to Washington after Air Force 
One took off from Tokyo, declined to comment on 
Starr’s testimony before the committee, saying his only 
in fo rmation on the hearing came from a “personal brief- 
ing.” ‘I've got work, to do here (Seoul) on the Asian 
economy and on these security issues,” Clinton told 
reporters, “all that (hearings) is being handled by people 
back in Washington. 

42 million Russians 
live below poverty line 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Around 42 million Russians, or 
2S.6 per cent of the 148 million population, live below 
the poverty line of 573 rubles ($35) a month, the State 
Statistics Committee reported Friday, cited by Interfax. 

A year ago, the committee said around 20.9 per cenr of 
the population, lived below the poverty tine, then put at 
$67. The ruble has last around one-third of its value 
since devaluation in August amid an unprecedented 
financial crisis. Russia owes around 88.1 billion rubles 
(S5.16 billion) in unpaid wages to civil servants and 
other state employees, according to official figures 
released last month. A recent U.N. Development 
Programme report said 150 million people had been 
plunged into poverty during the 1990s in countries of the 
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. That report 
labelled Russia one of the worst hit countries, along with 
Armenia and Georgia, with between 30 and 40 per cent 
of the population living on less than $100 a month. 

Parisian woman found dead 
of starvation 

PARIS (AP) — A 26-year-old woman was found dead 
from starvation in her Paris apartment, and her sister, 
found with her, was suffering from acute malnutrition, 
police said Friday. Police said rescue workers called to 
the apartment in southern Paris found the body of Malika, 
whose last name was not released, Thursday. Her sister. 
Nadia, 32, who was in the apartment at the time, was hos- 
pitalised in an advanced state of malnutrition. Nadia told 
rescue workers that her sister had no income fear several 
months and that the family was unable to help buy food, 
according to police. Further details were not immediately 
available. It was not immediately clear who alerted rescue 
workers to the situation. Police said an investigation was 
under way. Meanwhile, French radio reported that frigid 
temperatures took the life Friday of a homeless man near 
one of the city's major hospitals. Cochin, also in southern 
Paris. According to a witness who spoke on Europe I 
radio, the man died because emergency social services 
refused to come get him. The witness was identified only 
as Michelle! She said she called several emergency num- 
bers and was turned away and redirected to a new service 
each time. She said fee man was still alive when fire- 
fighters arrived. “He was still alive because they told him, 
‘no, no, don’t move. Don't be afraid’," she told Europe I. 

First sighting of Mongolian bird 
in Sweden 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — A specimen of the tiny 
Mongolian bird known as Blyth’s pipit was spotted on the 
island of Gotland Thursday, attracting bird-watchers from 
all over the country eager to catch a first-ever glimpse of 
fee bird on Swedish soil. “The pipit’s built-in compass 
must be 180 degrees wrong. It should have been in South 
East Asia this time of fee year.” ornithologist Mikael Non! 
told fee daily Svenska Dagbladet The paper s front page 
Friday was topped by a picture of fee avian celebrity — 
tiny, grey and caught in a net to be measured and weighed, 
“ft didn’t twitter: If it had we wouldn’t have had to catch it 
to identify it," Nord said. Nord was also delighted to have 
become fee first Swedish bird-watcher to log sightings of 
400 different kinds of birds. The ornithologists keep 
records recording all fee birds they see, and for some time, 
a group of them, including Nord, bad been stuck on fee 399 
mark. As soon as word got out, Nord rushed from his home 

on the Swedish West coast to fee Baltic Sea island of 
Gotland, and became fee first Swedish bird-watcher to 
reach the 400-mark. One of his main rivals, Christian 
Cedenofe, arrived in Gotland 10 minutes too late — the 
exotic visitor had already been set free, and had taken off. 
Unfortunately fee ornithologists do not think the 
Mongolian pipit will last long in fee North, which is much 
too cold and harsh for it. 

Falling leaves make British trains jj 
run slower 

LONDON (AFP) — It’s autumn in Britain and that means 
foiling leaves — and railway managers complain, delayed 
trains. To Railtrack, which runs- the infrastructure for 
Britain's privatised railway companies, poor service is 
resulting from fee problem of leaves foiling on tracks and 
interfering wife fee grip of train wheels. Not only thaf ) tot 
fee leaves this year are “bigger and juicier,” leading to such 
bad delays in the heavily populated Midlands region feat 
Railtrack and fee region’s Central Tr ains company issued a 
joint apology. “There were 30 per cent to 40 per cent more 
leaves on trees this season and they were 20 per cent big- 



tamly been more leaves this autumn and the Midlands has 
p^culariy suffered from fee leaves-on-fee-line problem.” 
The minor natural disaster, an annual complaint by railway 
companies, is battled by Rail track's fleet of 80 special 
(rains which coat tracks with grit. A new anti-leaf train is 
being tested and 25 vehicles are on order if fee tests go 
welL 
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Russia ushered in a new era in space exploration on Nov. 20 by launching the first module of the $60 billion 
ijt International Space Station. This digital artist's concept shows the ISS passing above the Straits of Gibraltar and 
the Mediterranean Sea after all assembly is completed in 2003. The completed station will be powered by almost 
an acre of solar panels and have a mass of almost 450,000 kg. Station modules will be provided by the U.S., Russia, 
Ed rope and Japan. Canada will provide a mechanical arm and ‘Canada band.' In total, 16 countries are cooper- 
‘ ' ating to provide a state-of-the-art complex of laboratories in the weightless environment (Reuters photo) 


Successful ISS launch ends 
cold war era of space exploration 


BAIKONUR, Kazakhstan 
(AFP) — A Russian rocket 
Friday successfully launched 
the fin* element of a multi-bil- 
lion dollar wtemadeoal space 
station due to anchor scientific 
research in space in the 21st 
century. 

The Proton rocket blasted off 
shorty after 9:40 a.m. Moscow 
lime (0640 GMT) and had 
powered, the module nick- 
named Zaiya. or Dawn, into 
arttir sane 10 minutes later; 

• Russiarwpace officials said. 

• Tkbmoduley built by Russia . - 
bar ordered and financed by the 
United States, is the first build- 
ing block of a 500-tonne space 
laboratory the size of a football 

■ stadium -that is due to be fully 
.completed by 2004. 

! “We should all rejoice at this 
jobs- project,” said Russian 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev at the Kazakh Space 
Centre in Baikonur. 

A cylinder measuring 12 
mares by four metres and 
weighing 19 tonnes, Zarya will 
first go into an elliptical low 
orbit between 200 to 300 kilo- 
metres above earth. 

After an additional 44 
launches, the ISS will be the 
biggest man-made structure in 
space, acting as a laboratory for 


scientists and astronauts from 
16 countries. The first crew is 
due to inaugurate the station in 
January 2000. 

‘Today was a big day for 
Russia,” said U.S. astronaut 
Michael Foale. “It opens a new 
era in space exploration.’* he 
said 

Russia, the United States, 
Japan, Canada and the 
European Space Agency are all 
participating in the constru- 
ction of the vast orbiting labora- 
tory. which is to be composed 
of. interlocking parts supplied 
by 16 partner countries. 

The $40-$ 100 billion project 
will be permanently staffed by 
six or seven people carrying 
out a range of experiments in 
medicine, astrophysics and 
geology, and enable scientists 
to study the effect of prolonged 
space Life on the human body, 
thus helping prepare future 
flights to Mars. 

An emotional Yury 
Semyonov, head of Russia’s 
space constructor Energiya, 
said Friday's launch closed the 
chapter on the cold war era of 
East-West rivalry. 

Baikonour. he said had been 
built “as a launch site for mis- 
siles targeting the United States 
and the majority of countries 


now partners in the ISS pro- 
ject.” 

“During the cold war, both 
countries were considering 
space exploration in terms of a 
competition.” chimed Foale. 
“Each country tried its best to 
show the other one who was 
the best. This day is the day we 
started to work together.” 

Antonio Rodota, bead of the 
European Space Agency, said 
all sides would do their utmost 
to meet project deadlines so as 
not to risk the entire project. 

: The grand design has already 
faced teething problems, pri- 
marily in Russia's chronic lack 
of funding, a penury which had 
already begun to have a telling 
effect on the Mir space station 
which the ISS is to replace. 

Zarya, a replica of the two 
modules now on the ageing 
Mir, was built in Moscow at a 
cost of $250 million, but the 
funding had to come from U.S. 
aeronautics giant Boeing. 

A vital service module due to 
be launched in July or August, 
which will keep Zarya on its 
orbit, has already faced consid- 
erable delays, and NASA was 
finally obliged to come to the 
rescue with a $60 million cash 
advance to ensure that it will be 
ready on time. 


In the meantime another ele- 
ment, dubbed Unity, of the ISS 
is due to be launched by a U.S. 
space shuttle in December. The 
component will form a link 
between Zarya and the service 
module. 

“Within a few years the 
brightest ever star ever will 
appear in the sky as a message 
of hope,” said NASA chief 
Daniel Goldin, noting that the 
giant structure will be visible at 
night to the naked eye. 

Initially. Zarya will resemble 
a futuristic aeroplane with its 
two “wings” — solar panels 
measuring 10 metres by three. 
Its main job will be to supply 
energy, act as a telecommuni- 
cations centre, and manage 
future dockings. 

In the final configuration, 
once the new station is up and 
r unnin g, it will become the 
depot for equipment and a 
reservoir able to stock up to six 
tonnes of fuel. 

As well as sharing the enor- 
mous cost of space exploration, 
the ISS programme enables the 
world to benefit from Russian 
spxe expertise built up during 
the Soviet period. 


Starr’s testimony at impeachment 
probe touch of Kabuki theatre 


,1 Washington <afp) — 

; Impendent counsel 

t Kenneth Starr's perfor- 
: Nance before the congres- 
^ ^onal impeachment hear- 
5 tags had “a touch of 
■: Kabuki” theatre about it and 
' changed nothing, leading 
; U-S- dailies said Friday. 

; Thursday's hearings 
r before the" House Judiciary 
; Committee u had a touch of 
. Kabuki theatre- about it. a 
. Normalised spectacle in 
; which all played their 
■ assigned roles to little ulti- 
mate _ ' - effect” The 

Washington Post said. 

j> While Starr's testimony 
®as refreshing after months 
only having President 
Sill Clinton and former 
?. -White House intern Monica 


Lewinsky 1 at the centre of 
die controversy, the commit- 
tee — “much Like the coun- 
try" had already made up its 
mind about the president’s 
conduct. 

“No committee Democrats 
plan to desert the president, 
and enough Republicans 
appear inclined to support 
impeachment on at least 
some counts that the com- 
mittee appears destined to 
send an impeachment reso- 
lution to the full House.” 
said the daily. 

The only interesting fad 
to emerge from the day-long 
proceedings. . wrote The 
New York Times, was 
Starr’s “devastating admis- 
sion dial he had no addition- 
al evidence that would 


strengthen his case." 

Starr carefully explained 
why he believed the charges 
of peijury and obstruction of 
justice in the 

Clinton/Lewinsky affair 
serious enough for impeach- 
ment. but admitted that there 
was insufficient evidence to 
pursue the Whitewater, 
Filegate orTravelgate inves- 
tigations of Clinton. 

"Those who believe ... that 
new information was need- 
ed to raise Clinton’s miscon- 
duct to the level of impeach- 
ment,” the Times said, 
“heard none on the Monica 
Lewinsky matter or on earli- 
er scandals.” 

The hearing has tilted 
events in the direction of the 
Democrats and if the 


Republicans can control 
their eagerness to oust 
Clinton, die daily said, “the 
judiciary committee may be 
lurching toward a conclu- 
sion.” 

The correct conclusion, to 
the sex-and-lies scandal, the 
Times said, “is that condem- 
nation through formal con- 
gressional censure is the 
proper punishment, not 
impeachment by the full 
bouse.” 

The Tunes recommended 
that a senior Republican and 
a senior Democrat on the 
committee recommend a 
censure resolution to the full 
House of Representatives as 
“the smart parliamentary 
move and the best outcome 
for the country.” 


Two dead, 1 ,383 injured as two quakes rock China 


SEEING (AFP) — At least two 
died ‘and 1,383 people 
■ 1Vae ntjnred in the double eanh- 
JSjjjjte' fa® rocked southwestern 
and left 50,000 homeless, 
officials said Friday. 

. Tatea reports from Ninglang 
- Vtoncntous county in Yunnan 
we that two people are 
’are seriously injured 
?r MB people are lightly 
a spokesman for the 
iV ^^Gril Affair Bureau said. 
:have brought in 1,000 
fflore fean -2X300 quilts and 


ate tomeless,” he 
P adding that -temperatures 


topped below tea*?' “ 

mountainous region, some 

metres above sea level. 

The double tremors were mea- 
sured *5.0 and 6.2 on the Richter 
scale and struck ar 7:3 1 
GMT) and 7:38 pan. ( 1 38 GMT 
Thursday on the bonier between 
NingJaDg and Yanyuan county in 
neishbourins Siehuan province. 

An official with the Ninglang 
Seismolpgical Bureau said more 
tf^ 2 (X) aftershocks reaching up 
10 3.8 on the Richter sea le tod 
been hitting, the region since early 

F The biggest a/temhoek so for 
has been 3.8, but we predict the 


largest could reach 5.5,” he said. 

The epicentre of the pair of tem- 
blors was 27 J degrees north lati- 
tude and 100.9 degrees east longi- 
tude, roughly equidistant from the 
picturesque Yunnan town of 
Lijiang and the Xichang satellite 
launch centre in Sichuan 
province. 

In Ninglang alone, some IfiOO 
houses were destroyed and a sig- 
nificant number damaged, leaving 

50.000 people homeless, the local 
civil affairs bureau said. 

In addition. 180,000 of die 

220.000 people in the county were 
affected. 

Civil affairs officials in Sichuan 


said all communications were 
down with die quake-struck 
regions of Yanyuan county and 
emergency teams were going in 
by foot 

A local official in Ninglang 
attributed die high injury toll to die 
double quake. 

“The quake had already been 
forecast to happen over this time, 
so people were prepared and nan 
outside.” he said. 

'Bui then they' went back into 
their houses and the second quake 
happened seven minutes later, so 
many of them were injured in that 
quake” he added- 


Shaky start for Schroeder, 
three weeks in office 


BONN (R) — Only three 
weeks after he took the 
oath of office as 
Germany’s seventh post- 
war chancellor, the honey- 
moon is already over for 
Gerhard Schroeder. 

Schroeder ran into a 
ferocious barrage of 
media criticism Friday 
after beating an embar- 
rassing retreat on plans to 
raise levies on low-paying 
jobs. 

It was the latest stumble 
for Schroeder. who has 
squandered his political 
capital with remarkable 
speed after his historic 
defeat of Helmut Kohl 
eight weeks ago. 

The man who cam- 
paigned so hard on the 
pledge to please eveprone 
is now running the risk of 
pleasing nobody. 

The media have led the 
critical charge against 
Schroeder, denying the 
new leader a traditional 
100-day grace period. The 
left-leaning weekly Die 
Zeit pronounced his first 
fortnight in office a “false 
start.” 

The country's best-sell- 
ing daily Bild lambasted 
Schroeder's wavering 
after he abandoned his 
plans for levies, failed to 


tell his coalition partners 
in advance about the 
change of course and 
postponed promised tax 
cuts. 

“Even members of the 
SPD are saying the honey- 
moon is over.” wrote Bild 
in a commentary. “The 
SPD is fighting itself over 
the tax reform, zigging 
and zagging on energy 
taxes and the low-paying 
job reform looks like it 
will collapse in chaos.” 

Schroeder had already 
come under attack in the 
media over his plans to 
raise social security con- 
tributions on jobs paying 
less than 620 marks 
($370) per month. It was 
viewed as an attempt to 
pick the pockets of the 
poorest workers. 

“The new government 
has looked chaotic,” said 
Dietmar Herz, a political 
scientist at Bonn 
University. "Schroeder is 
not cutting a good figure 
with his muddling- 
through approach. There 
seems to be no direction. 
He never even got a hon- 
eymoon.” In his tri- 
umphant election cam- 
paign. Schroeder 

promised to bring an end 
to the political stagnation 


that lingered during the 
last four years of Kohl’s 
16-year rule, but he has 
failed to make any signifi- 
cant breakthroughs. 

Taxes are still high and 
so is unemployment. The 
heralded tax reform has 
now been dismissed as 
minimal, and even that 
has been pushed back 
from January to April. 

“Madhouse in Bonn — 
Nothing’s working" wrote 
Cologne's daily Express. 
‘Total confusion in 
Schroeder’s coalition. 
First they want to end 
low-income jobs, now 
they want to save them. 
First they want to cut pen- 
sion tax in January. Now 
in April." 

Columnist Matemus 
Hilger said Schroeder had 
lost control of his govern- 
ment. annoyed the Greens 
and made Finance 
Minister Oskar Lafo main e 
look like a fool. 

“You cannot escape the 
sense that the government 
has lose its way with all 
the tax chaos during the 
last few days," he wrote. 
“There is no clear direc- 
tion in sight.” Perhaps 
compounding the lack of 
focus on domestic issues, 
Schroeder has spent as lit- 


tle time in Bonn as possi- 
ble. Aside from visits to 
Washington, London, 
Paris. Warsaw and 
Moscow, Schroeder has 
been shuttling home to his 
wife Doris, who has 
stayed in Hanover with 
her daughter. 

Schroeder’s administra- 
tion got off to a shaky 
start when Lafomaine 
waged a public fight to 
remove the Social 
Democrats’ leader in par- 
liament. Rudolf 

Scharping. Scharping 
became defence minister 
and Lafontaine’s finance 
ministry was expanded. 

Lafomaine caused fur- 
ther discord when he tried 
to persuade the 
Bundesbank, the fiercely 
independent central bank, 
to lower interest rates. The 
effort failed, but added to 
the sense that Lafontaine. 
rather than Schroeder, was 
calling the shots. 

“There have been an 
awful lot of mistakes 
made.” said Uwe Cehring , 
a political scientist at the 
University of Mainz. 

“Everything has been so 
half-heartecLThere’s been 
a lack of courage. I had 
expected a lot more 
progress by this point." 


‘Kyoto 
climate 
treaty 
is dead’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — A lead- 
ing opponent c*f the Kyoto cli- 
mate change treaty, US. Senator 
Chuck HageL declared the 
agreement “dead" Thursday and 
asked the White House to help 
start anew on a plan to cui 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Hagel said there was “no way" 
the White House could musier 
the two-thirfs vote needed in the 
Senate to ratify a treaty. 

“Very clearly now, this proto- 
col is dead for as far as the eye 
can see in the US. Senate.” the 
Nebraska Republican told a 
meeting of the Economic 
Strategy Institute in Washington 

“I think that you've got to suui 
all over. This treaty is not achie\ - 
able," Hagel said. 

The US. si sped the treaty las* 
week at the United Nations, but 
President Bill Clinton has not 
submitted the agreement for 
Senate ratification, as the den) 
faces strong opposition from 
Republicans and industrial stale 
Democrats. 

Hagel said by signing the 
Kyoto treaty, the White House 
defied a resolution passed unan- 
imously passed by the Senate 
last yean 

The Byrd-Hagel resolution — 
named for its sponsors, West 
Virginia Democratic Sen. Robert 
Byrd and Hagel — said the 
Senate would never ratify a cli- 
mate treaty that did not bind all 
countries by the same mandates 
and the Senate would not harm 
the American economy. 

Last week also saw the close 
of an often contentious gathering 
of 170 nations in Buenos Aires 
for a UN. conference on how 
best to implement the global 
plan to curb the pollution that 
many scientists blame for warm- 
ing the globe and threatening ihc 
earth’s environment and public 
health. 

Hagel attended the meeting, 
where no final agreement was 
reached, since many nations dis- 
agreed on how rich and poor 
countries should share the bur- 
den of emission reductions. 

He said one of the main rea- 
sons the treaty should be 
scrapped was a lack of participa- 
tion by developing countries, 
like China, in the mechanisms to 
curb emissions. 

Washington wants to establish 
a system of trading in pollution 
allowances so rich nations can 
buy them to shift a share of their 
required emissions reductions to 
cash-hungry nations that pollute 
less. 

The senator stressed that not 
all scientists agreed that man- 
made carbon emissions were the 
toot cause of the apparent warm- 
ing of the earth and said any new 
climate change effort “should be 
predicated on clear, sound sci- 
ence.” 


At AHl/YYAH SCHOOL FOR URLS 
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Tfe . AhHyyab School for Girls is s6ekmg applications for the 

♦ English Language teacher for the Kindergarten. 

♦ Music teacher for the Elementary School. 

♦ Drama teacher-facilitator for the Elementary School. 


School, ^ " r ( ^ 

Appjkants should: £ /:. ” ’• 

1- Be holders of in their field of specialty. 

2- Be vrilling'fff^tMi&fe^lea^i and improve their skills. 

3- Have good v^gg^r^^srbai communication skills. 

4- Have 

5- Be 

6- Have bot^^Pic,and English. 

7- KnowiSfe ds^^pmentalS®«tis.%^^^group. 




1 - HaveFco&tbing skiffs in the artSM^ecting and *dh&nepgraphy. 
2- Hav^pcpenence with drama as £3gpging medium. 

Interest^ applicants should submit tH^Jjesumes by Dec. 15 th 1998. 




ig and~di&nepgraphy. 
medium. 


For farther information, kindly contacts the school telephone 
# 4624872 ext. ( 1 09) ( 11 0) ( 1 03) Fax * 4621549. 

As for the vacancy in the Drama Department, you can cal] the same 
number ext. 130. 




^ ^ 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

Field of Activity: 

Sales and after sales services for communication equipment, 
house hold appliances, machinery and chemicals. 

Qualifications: 

- University degree in Business administration and /or 
engineering (both is a plus) . 

- Minimum three years experience in managerial position 

- Target setter, goal and budget achieving oriented 

- Excellent command of English and Arabic, Hebrew is a plus 

- Good computer skills 

- Valid driving license 

- Holding of Jerusalem identity card is privilege. 


Attractive yearly package 

(salary, transportation and commission) is negotiable. 
Only qualified candidates should 
fax their CVs to the following fax numbers: 

( 972 2 2447505 ) ( 962 6 4392582 ) 
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An atrocity 

HOW MANY times have we in the Arab 
and Muslim World complained that we are 
subject to discriminatory practices abroad? 
In many countries of the West, Arabs are 
subject to officially sanctioned harassment 
at international airports on the grounds 
that they may be “terrorists.” Arabs rank 
among the most common victims of racially 
motivated violent crimes in the United 
States and France. Jordanians know well 
the story of discrimination and abuse of 
Arabs who live in Israel and the occupied 
territories. 

That is why we should not tolerate any 
abuse or maltreatment of any foreigner who 
lives among us, and serves us diligently and 
faithfully. 

The stories of Sri Lankan babies being 
trafficked to Europe and of Indian labour- 
ers in the Jordan Valley who were maltreat- 
ed by their employers had barely faded 
from memory when the Sri Lankan 
embassy announced last week that it would 
bring' Charges ' of ‘ negligence and abuse 
against the employer of a Sri Lankan 
domestic helper The woman apparently has 
been so severely abused and mistreated — 
not to mention robbed of any standard of 
human dignity — that she cannot speak for 
physical shock. This story is appalling but 
certainly not isolated .if other domestic 
workers and doctors are to be believed. 

Violence against the weak contradicts 
basic Arab and Muslim humanitarian val- 
ues. While we are sure that most Jordanians 
abhor the abuse inflicted on those among us 
who are weaker and often of a different 
colour, even one bigot among us is too many. 

The fact that such atrocities happen in our 
country with little retribution meted against 
those responsible is appalling and is in con- 
tradiction to Jordan's own legislation and to 
all of the Kingdom's international obliga- 
tions. We are hopeful that the government 
will not let this issue slide because it would 
severely mar our upstanding international 
reputation. 

We call on the government to give every' 
support to the Sri Lankan embassy in pur- 
suing justice on behalf of one of her nation- 
als and to send a clear message that such 
abusive and racist behaviour will not be tol- 
erated in our society. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Dus tour's Ayida Najar praised the "Voice of the 
Wilderness" group for its courage in bringing medicine 
to Iraq in order to help the, Iraqi people in their plight. 
What makes people do such a noble thing, and subject 
themselves to imprisonment back home, asked the 
writer. They are free people, they know what they are 
doing, and they know the devastating effects of 
American measures in the Arab World, said Najar. She 
pondered why local newspapers didn't carry the news 
about these five people on their front pages. The free 
press, in a democratic country must publish the activi- 
ties of humanitarian groups, said the writer, because 
humanitarian groups initiate such actions in order to 
raise public awareness, which in turn might influence 
politicians. 

AI Ra'I in its editorial commented on the peace treaty 
between the Palestinian National Authority and Israel. 
The paper called on Israel. to stop measures by settlers 
to occupy Arab land in the West Bank. There can not be 
peace if Israel does not give Palestinians back their 
land, said the paper. If settlers continue to occupy Arab 
land, the peace process will fade out of existence, 
charged the .Arab daily. The region has suffered much 
from the bloodshed. It is time to stop war and start 
development, added Al Ra‘i. The paper called on the 
Israeli leadership to commit itself to the signed accords 
and slop procrastinating. Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank should be a demarcation day signalling the 
beginning of peace in the whole region, added Al Ra’i. 


Jordanian Perspective 


Ocalan and Turkey’s new-found 


IT WAS a surprise to see three members of Salah Eddin 
Ayyoubi society in Amman come to my office and ask for a 
signature of support to the Italian Government not to band over 
Kurdish leader Ocalan to Ankara. The three visitors are 
Jordanians of Kurdish origin who have been in this country for 
decades, yet still they identify with the aspirations and hopes of 
their ethnic nation. The Turkish demand for the extradition of 
Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan from Italy despite Rome’s 
principled position that it would not extradite anyone to face a 
possible death penalty, falls in a pattern of behaviour that can 
be traced back to its new-found political and military alliance 
with Israel. Obviously. Ankara, which has been rebuffed by 
European Union (EU) countries in its bid to join the bloc, now 
feels that its alliance with Israel affords it the luxury of impos- 
ing demands on EU countries. Turkey is also riding high on the 
sweeping concessions and compromises that it forced Syria to 
make under military threats to punish Damascus for its support 
for Ocalan and his Kurdish Workers Party fPKK). 

Turkish Prime Minister Mesut Ydmaz's rejection of Italian 
Prime Minister Massimo D'Alema’s call for a meeting before 
a soccer match between Turkey’s Galatasaray and Italy's 
Juventus on Wednesday in Istanbul should also be seen as port 
of that new-found confidence. “If he wants to talk, let him 
come to Ankara," Yilmaz said. Considering that it is Turkey 
which is demanding the extradition of Ocalan. these words 
only reinforce a belief that Ankara now feels itself to have gath- 
ered enough clout to impose its demands on a country like 
Italy. 

Beyond its refusal to entertain calls for dialogue with the 
Kurds to resolve the problem in its south-east through peaceful 
means, and its insistence that Ocalan should be extradited to 
face trial in a Turkish court — with the inevitable outcome of 
a death sentence — Yilmaz is also trying to reap a political vic- 
tory ahead of what seems to be inevitable general elections. 

However, although such a victory will go down well with the 
conservative ultranationalist Turkish voters, it is unlikely to 
ensure him enough majority in parliament, particularly since 
the Y ilmaz government's systematic policy to quell the Islamic 


movement has alienated the majority segment of the Turkish 
population. 

Italy argues that its laws do not allow the extradition of any- 
one to a country where he or she could face the death penalty. 
It is not a spur-of-the-moment position devised to counter die 
Turkish demand. It has been adopted and followed by Italy and 
other members of the EU, and it will seem strange that Ankara 
also has a vested interest in pressuring a EU member country 
into violating a EU-respected norm and practice. 

Of course, the PKK problem is an internal issue for the 
Turkish government and a decision left to Turkish sovereignty. 

However, Ankara has to realise that other countries are dragged 

into it when, by Turkey's own admission, more than 37,000 
people are killed as a direct or indirect result of an internal con- 
flict which has a political tinge. Of course TUrkev resents it if 
anyone refers to Turkish Kurds as a minority. 

Ankara will cite the number of Kurdish politicians, legisla- 
tors and high officials in government as the best evidence thai 
Kurds are not treated as a minority in the country but as fully- 
fledged citizens. But then history and Turkey’s record speak for 
themselves. It was only in recent years that the Ankara govern- 
ment reluctantly lifted a ban on the use of the Kurdish language 
as one of the media of instruction in the south-east of the coun- 
try. Many Kurdish traditional practices invite official wrath 
even today. Politicians and officials who advocate dialogue as 
a means to resolve the problem with the Kurds — who are 
demanding the right to preserve their identify and culture 
through autonomous rule in Kurdish areas of Turkey — are 
prosecuted and sent to jail. Government leaders who support 
some of the Kurdish demands are branded traitors. Repeated 
PKK offers and observances of ceasefire as the forerunners of 
dialogue have been met with challenges from Ankara, and the 
group has not been given any room to manoeuvre within the 
confines of civilised dialogue. Thar, if Ocalan is to be believed, 
is one of the reasons which prompted it to undertake violence 
as a means to press for its demands. 

The popular support for the PKK and Ocalan need no elabo- 
ration. Hundreds of Kurds in Turkish jails are on hunger strike: 



tens of thousands of Kurds have demonstrated in 
other countries demanding that Ocalan be given asylum in 
Italy; at least three Kurds have killed themselves as a show of 
support for Ocalan. 

But all this does not mean that the PKK has a spotless 
record. Its members have killed civilians as iutfifessly .as 
have murdered Turkish security forces. It is also clear that 
the right timing and conditions, PKK members _ 
unleashed a wave of extremist actions, not only in "flukey, 
throughout Europe to press their demands. Those cxxidftioiB 
will be created if and when Ocalan is extradited to Today to 
face the death penalty, and all bell will break loose mTfetey 
and other countries hosting large Kurdish communities. As 
such. Ankara would be better advised to recognise tha 
Ocalan’s fete is not strictly an internal matter forllukey. " 

Today's situation needs cool heads and a sense of compro- 
mise on both sides. Ankara should stop for a moment its one- 
way track policy of eliminating the PKK and its leaders and 
supporters. It should take a hard look at the demands of fo 
Kurds. Similarly, the PKK should declare a total end to the use 
of arms as a means to achieve political rights, and renounced! 
slogans of separatism. That should pave the way for a common 
ground where the only shots heard would be those of dialogue 
that would first determine whether the Kurds’ demands are 
legitimate and then tackle those demands id a manner satisfac- 
tory to alL while not posing any threat to the security and sta- 
bility of not only Turkey, but also its neighbours who are also 
threatened by tire Kurdish problem; countries including Syria, 
Iran and Iraq. 

Furthermore, the question has to be raised — since it has 
become an accepted norm that terrorists are nowadays extra- 
di ted from Khartoum to Paris and from Pakistan to Washington 
— if we have “goexf' tenorists and t ^acTtemjiists?Mcaeovti; 
since Ocalan is an Alawite Kurd, why do the Syrian idling 
Alawites adhere to the axiom of “golden silence?” 

The Salah Eddin Ayyoubi society letter carried hundreds of 
Jordanian signatures requesting the Italian Government not to 
extradite Ocalan. 


Out of 

A clockwork failure 


THE NATURE of the problems afflicting 
various civilisations, past and present has 
been a constant source of speculation 
throughout history. Marry attempts have 
been made to identify and subsequently cor- 
rect the causes of the ills preventing people 
from enjoying happy and secure lives, but 
sadly, most have tailed The Bible, for exam- 
ple, blamed money as “the root of all evil” in 
the period it was written, an unfortunate 
oversight since money, as we know it was 
invented in the 7th century B.C. The logical 
conclusion, feat “evil” did not exist before 
this time, must be dismissed in light of the 
genocidal ' exploits of * the Israelites. 
Assyrians and Hittites. all of whom existed 
before the 7th century. 

Our dviHsanon's elite, on the other hand, 
has already identified with 100 percent cer- 
tainty a far greater menace than money ever 
was. but the efforts under way to coned it 
may not be folly implemented in time. If tins 
simmering crisis is not contained, it could 
spell the end of all that we know, cherish and 
need: mobile phones, credit cards, stock 
market trading from the comfort of your 
home and re-runs of “Dallas" on satellite 
TV. The problem Ls that millions of little sil- 
icon chips in almost every modem electrical 
appliance will not be able tell the time cor- 
rectly in less than two years. 

Forget the stale old 19Sfls‘ fears of nuclear 
holocaust, the emironmentalisls" warnings 
of ozone layer holes and melting glaciers, 
and trepidation over British beef. The 
Millennium Bug problem reduces these 
other concerns to idle afterthoughts of a 
slightly morose nature. The Millennium 
Bug problem, if not corrected before Dec. 
31. 1999. will completely disrupt almost 
everything that relies on computer chips for 
operation. Many people, having grown up 
and lived their entire lives surrounded bv 


technology, do not truly grasp foe extent to 
winch computer chip technology has been 
integrated into even the most everyday 
items. If buying a can of soda from an auto- 
mated vending machine becomes a chal- 
lenge. imagine the difficulties that face the 
international finance sector or the airline 
industry. 

The thing foal many people find so upset- 
ting about foe Millennium Bug scenario, I 
believe, is that all of the equipment and its 
users will still be here. Nothing will explode 
or bum, large segments of -the population • 
will not foe. horrible deaths,.and. all of fop,., 
expensive plastic items will not disappear in 
a Hash of white light It is precisely for this 
reason that arty problems resulting from the 
Millennium Bug problem will be so trou- 
bling: everything will appear to be normal 
but nothing will work. In a remarkable, and 
disturbing, demonstration of foe fear that has 
already been created over foe issue, a Silicon 
Valley’ engineer involved in means of fight- 
ing die bug's predicted effects was reported 
to have gone “insane." quit his job and 
become a survivalist apparently because he 
had given up hope for an adequate solution 
to the problem being found. 

The oddest thing, though, about foe whole 
Millennium Bug problem is the fact that 
there is a problem at alL One has to ask why 
these scientist could not have contrived it 
foal computer chips would be able to under- 
stand dates beyond foe year 1999. Sure, 
there is an explanation that sounds plausible: 
technology was limited when computers 
first became used on a wide scale, preclud- 
ing foe inclusion of accurate timing mecha- 
nisms in the earlier computerised systems. 
But then other questions arise, such as why 
anion wasn't taken to currect foe problem 
earlier and the huge financial outlays that 
will be required to rectify foe situation. I sup- 


in Brown 


pose it is possible that these were accidental 
oversights, which I dunk, if is actually foe 
case, would prove once again that humanity 
itself creates most of foe problems with 
which it must grapple. A different way of 
seeing tire Millennium Bug, however, is the 
grandest example to date of consumer cul- 
ture. Build an extremely expensive world- 
wide system that no one can afford to be 
without in a manner that guarantiees its obso- 
lescence within 20 years. Although a 
hideous waste of human and material 
resources, one. has to. admit that foe whole;. 
-SffcMP. ff.Jby..SV^'OQ&:Pto.vp.-.Cfl^ ft, 
beautiful in a perverse way: Bill Gates, the 
corporations et al throwing away an entire 
disposable global system. 

RECOMMENDED READING: A 

Clockwork Orange, by Anthony Burgess. 
Not for the weak of stomach. A Clockwork 
Orange is extremely liolent, even more so 
than Stanley Kubrick’s film of the same 
name. The novel's mean character, Alex, is 
a J 6-year-old thug who engages in repeat- 
ed acts of “ultraiiolence" before he him- 
self is victimised at the hands of the state. 
There are a number of people who argue 
that this novel, due to its content, should be 
censored, and in fact die film version is 
banned in the UJC Was, in my point of 
view, is a mistaken policy, because remov- 
ing critical coverage of societal phenome- 
na {Burgess did not dream up the violence 
he describes in the novel) from the public 
domain is a farm of escapism that ulti- 
mately resubs in ignorance and provincial- 
ism. This, of course, is solely my opinion 
and does not necessarily reflect the news- 
paper's editorial policy. What happens in 
the world may be unpleasant or nauseat- 
ing, but to act as if everything is fine when 
it is not is a most disgusting reaction. 




in focus 




Compiled by 
Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Columnist centred their ailen- 
tion last week on the stand-off 
between Iraq and the United 
States 

Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek com- 
mented on the Iraqi crisis, and 
the hidden Arab agendas con- 
cerning the stand-off between 
foe Iraqi leadership and the 
United States. President 
Clinton announced on CNN 
that most Arab countries in the 
region do not oppose a military 
strike against Iraq, yet Egypt 
ruled out foe possibility of 
Arab support for any military 
action against Iraq, and the 
Saudi defence minister said 
that his count!) would not 
allow the L'.S. to use its land as 
a base to strike Iraq. What is foe 
truth, asked Fanek. People 
need to know foe real positions 
of countries like Syria and 
Egypt. Do Syria and Egypt fear 
Iraq in the present and the 
future, asked the writer. The 


Gulf stales are not interest- 
ed in a strike against Iraq, 
because they understand 
foal Iraq does not pose a 
threat any more, and that 
they have to pay the bills For 
foe attack from their own trea- 
suries. added Fanek. Egypt 
receives S2.2 billion in aid 
every year from the U.S.. 
which could explain its double 
faced position. But Syria is a 
puzzle, said Fanek. 

Al Ra’i's Raja Elleissa com- 
mented on President Clintons 
latest speech during foe latest 
debacle in Iraq, in which 
Clinton declared that the 
United Stales had received sup- 
port from all countries in foe 
region to strike Iraq. Elleissa 
said the fear is that some Arab 
countries lie to their people 
while giving Washington the 
green light to launch military 
strikes against Iraq. If what 
Clinton said was true, then the 
Arab World can expect a bleak 
future, said foe writer. The 
unity of the Arabs in their 
words and actions are the only 
things that may enable foie 
.Arab nation to overcome all 
conspiracies against it. The 
writer called on Arab countries 
to wake up and stand together 
to protect the Arab nation. 

Al RaTs Tareq Ma«arwah 
slammed foe United States for 
its inhuman policies resulting 


in the killing of thousands of 
Iraqis. He said that the U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, when asked by one 
journalist if foe aim to kill one 
person (Saddam Hussein) 
could justify foe killing of an 
estimated 1 0.000 Iraqis, simply 
answered yes. Massorwah said 
the answer was only io be 
expected from one of such high 
rank, to whom people's lives 
do not mutter. Three million . 
Vietnamese, and 60,000 
Americans were killed in the 
war against Communism. 
Albright, like all former 
Secretaries of State in America, 
does not feel any regret for tak- 
ing such decisions, because she 
feels she has to take tough deci- 
sions. even if they lead to the 
killing of thousands, said 
Massanvah. 

AI Dustour's Muzen Sakei 
said the * Iraqi decision to 
resume cooperation with foe 
United Nations was right, 
because Washington was 
determined to attack Iraq using 
hundreds of cruise missiles. 
What was strange, said SakeL 
was the American position, 
when Washington refused 
Iraq's letter to - resume full 
ccwpcratitfli with UNSCOM. 
and United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan’s call fora 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 
Sukci said that the U.S. wanted 
to attack Iraq without UJN. 


approval, and charged that the 
world is currently led by the 
U.S. which steers it according 
to its own interests. Sakct said 
that the American policy in the 
Arab World Is reminiscent of 
foe brutal measures employed 
by Portugal in countries it 
occupied 

Al Dustour's Masjed Abu 
Daiak said Iraq’s decision to 
bow to foe U.N. was a strong 
indication of foe fragility of foe 
Arabs, who arc not able to 
stand up to American policies 
in the region. It also shows the 
negative impact of the Wye 
River deal brokered between 
the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel. The 
Amcricm decision ro strike 
Iraq came days after the sign- 
ing of the accord, when foe 
Arab World was not in a posi- 
tion say that the United Stales 
was not putting pressure on 
Israel to meet its obUgations. 
The writer charged foat foe Iraq 
crisis is not finished and can be 
expected to flare up at any 
time. The Qinton administra- 
tion wants to gamer public sup- 
port because of the nearing of 
the elections, said Daiak, and 
Iraq Ls an easy target. The 
writer called on Arab countries 
to hold a general Arab summit, 
even against U.S. wishes, in 
order to avoid what happened 
at Wye. 


In the name of decency 

To the editor: 

TENS OF thousands of Asian women travel thousands 
of miles from their homes and families, to serve in 
homes in Jordan, receiving a pittance, which they nev- 
ertheless are thankful for due to want and poverty. Most 
of these women, are ill-educated, weak, alone and very 
vulnerable. 

Quite often one hears stories of the ill-treatment and 
inhuman exploitation of these unfortunate human 
beings.. . 

The latest incident is that of the Sri LarikSb National 
.-.StfJteawam, Kapjsafajji fif ?},>ears. who, was hospd- 
tabsed for malnutntionand abuse by her employers.- 
No one with any human feeling and decency, should 
erate that other human being is treated like this unfa 
nate Sri Lankan house help. Women’s association 
in Jordan should adopt a programme with official s 
port to investigate the treatment of imported female 
labour to prevent the occurrence of abuse, considering 
that in Jordan they number in the tens of thousands. 

T very much encourage the embassy of Sri Lanka to take 
full legal measures and prosecute the family. No one 
should be allowed to tarnish the image of Jordanian 
society in such a manner. 

Omar Abbas 
Amman 


Improving Amman 


To the editor: 

I HAVE been here in Jordan for nearly two yeais now and 
have become aware of many problems that Jordan faces. One 
such problem is that of road safety and accidents. Pedestrians 
here tend to walk in the road rather than on the pavement 
Why is this? 

In many areas the pavement cannot be used since it more 
resembles an obstacle course than a place to walk in safety. 
What obstacles are to be found? 

Trees [usually olives] at intervals of a few metres where the 
area left for the tree root is maybe as much as 50 per cent of 
foe pavement width. 

Why is this allowed? 

The trees are never trimmed so they grow, eventually btocking 
even a 5-metre wide path and frequently reaching into the 
road. 

Why are they not trimmed? 

Pavements are frequently constructed with impossible differ- 
ences in levels. 

Why is this allowed? 

When pavements are dug up for attention to utilities they are 
rarely relaid and remain as broken stones or holes. 

Why? 

Cars are parked anywhere on the pavement even in areas of 
high pedestrian traffic. 

Why Ls this allowed? 

From the above it appears to me that both the city of Amman 
and any learned body of architects or civil engineers cannot or 
maybe do not recognise their duty. Who is responsible for 
trimming trees in public areas? 

I suggest that the city employ people to trim all trees that grow 
in pavements. Where trees overhang property boundaries 
obstructing pavements, owners should do this or be expen- 
sively back-charged by the city for doing the job. 

Pavements should be examined across foe city, some trees 
removed, others trimmed and an attempt mark to make pave- 
ment levels easier to walk on. 

Architects and civil engineers should prepare standanls foal 
foe city should enforce on all new properties so foai pavanents 
become places to be used not avoided. 

Amman would be a much safer place to walk, there would be 

^reduction in accidents and a few mare jobs would be crest- 

Robert W.Yardy 

P.O. Box 960342 

Amman ID* 6 

e-maD yardshar@netsxooijo 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
Us readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication should contain the writer's full name 
preferably address as weU. Names eon be withheld upon 
request but only under special circumstances. Letters ere 
subject to editing and abridging. I 
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Reforming world finance: Lessons from a crisis 




w - J come in for a lot of criticism for 

* fondling of the current global financial crisis. 
Below, IMF First Deputy Managing Director Stan, 
jgj fisdter, responds to critics. 

.WHEN FINANCE ministers and central 
bank governors gather in Washington 
' this weekend fen 1 the annual meetings 
of the IMF and the World Bank, the 
global economic crisis will dominate 
the agenda. The role of the IMF will 
come in for close e xaminatio n. Three 
s issues will feature prominently: The design 

5 flMFsupported programmes in Asia and Russia, the 

• -jp p-rnflti onal -financial architecture, and how to 

• [jgspasd to the immediate crisis without doing further 
' ’damage to the international system. I consider these in 

i turn. . 

if J ite IMF programmes in Thailand, Indonesia, and 

* {Kona were designed to restore macroecoDoraic stabil- 
« Jjvand growth, and to remedy structural weaknesses in 

* iiibcoofltiy. Early in each programme, interest rates 

to be raised temporarily to stabilise currencies. 
£ bat was achieved in South Korea and Thailand, 
Lose cmreocies are now stable in ranges about 35-40 
•s U cent below pre-crisis levels, with shot-term inter- 
•? £ istes-of around 8-9 per cent, also below pre-crisis 
*fcvefc 

i i Those who criticised temporary high interest rates 

6 ini to sec that further depreciation caused by lower 
£ wrs would have raised the burden of dollar-denomi- 

Wal debts. And while the burdens imposed by higher 
® Loearaies were temporary, those created by deeper 
& fewtoarions would have been permanent 
js I Thmland embarked on its IMF programme with a 
Janent account deficit of 8 pa- cent of GDP. To shrink 
k toa, ihe programme included an increase in the budget 
wptos of 3 per cent of GDP. Fiscal contractions sug- 
fcrf foal for Indonesia and Korea were smaller, designed 
si b cover rally the expected interest costs of financial 
puncturing. Had we known, when the Thai pro- 
* was signed in August 1997, that Asia, includ- 
$ Japan, was heading for major economic slowdown, 
"bs fiscal contraction would have been recommended. 
■As growth in Korea, Thailand, and Indonesia has 
&wed, ihe agreed fiscal deficit has increased; each 
-jtioffly is muring a sizeable deficit More fiscal 
u kpanskm,including additional social spending for the 
/ Ur, would now make sense. 

inclusion of structoral measures in these pro- 
Jamnres has been criticised. But finan cial and corpo- 
. kineffidencies were to the epicentre of the eco- 
^Uyc crisis and have to be dealt with to restore 
’ I |r?bte growth. Indeed, the priority now should be to 
bsloate iestructnring. Some argue that because this 
trite a long time to have its effects, it was a mis- 
! ’^jbiotty to move so rapidly. But delay does not make 
, seen in Japan, it makes 


J*rogramine problems 

If, their design was right, why have the 
’ "IMF programmes waked less well 
’ than hoped? There are two answers. 
First, governments were initially 
reluctant to implement diem. In each 
of the three countries, the programme 
began to take hold and the currency to 
: only after a new government took office. And 
the external economic environment has wors- 
raidoe especially to the Japanese recession. 

11b consequences have been most visible in the 
n countries’ exports. Rapid export growth to the 
5«ed Slates helped bring Mexico out of its 1994-95 
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crisis. This time, the value of exports from Thailand, 
Indonesia, and Korea to both Europe and America did 
indeed rise in the year to the second quarter, but the 
value of their exports to Japan has declined sharply, by 
about 25 per cent. So exports have nor, so fan served 
as a source of growth. 

Where do these countries stand today, a year after 
the start of their IMF programmes? Remember that the 
average U.S. recession lasts about a year, and that a 
year into the Mexican crisis, there was a period of 
severe jitters. There are important signs of progress in 
both Korea and Thailand, in die stabilisation of their 
currencies, the fall in interest rates and the start of bank 
and corporate debt restructuring. Growth could still 
resume this year, though much depends oa die external 
environment A year from now, each country is likely 
to be growing again and to have made more progress 
in structural reform than most of its neighbours — a 
good basis for sustainable recovery. 

The problems in Indonesia are deeper, for die civil 
unrest that accompanied die end of die Suharto regime 
led to massive capital flight and a loss of investor con- 
fidence that will take time and careful political arid 
economic management to repair. Critics blame die 
closing of 16 banks at the start of Indonesia's IMF pro- 
gramme for the collapse of the rupiah and investor 
confidence. But a careful look at die timing suggests ‘ 
the main culprits were President Suharto’s illness in 
December, perceptions that the government would not 
carry out the programme, and excessive creation of 
liquidity by the central bank. 

Indonesia has made some progress in recent months. 
The rupiah has strengthened, as foreign assistance has 
started flowing in. But attempts to keep food prices 
below world levels have failed, and rice prices have 
risen. So the government, with the assistance of the 
World Bank, is removing general subsidies oa food 
and switching to the {novision of subsidised rice and 
other essentials for die poor. A start has been made in 
dealing with the linked problems of internal and exter- 
nal corporate debt and the banking sector, though more 
needs to be done. 

Russia’s dance 

Ever since 1992. the IMF has been the 
world's main vehicle for assisting 
Russia and promoting economic 
reform. This was difficult from the 
start, for reformers never had full 
control over economic policy. Never- 
theless. the world’s stake in Russian 
reform was too critical not to make the 

effort 

Some progress was made: The ruble was stabilised 
and inflation cut to single figures, and positive growth 
was recorded in 1997. On the structural side, privati- 
sation rook off. But little was done to restructure the 
military-industrial complex. And the government, 
unable to collect enough revenues, was often in aneais 
on wage and pension payments. The banking system 
was ilT-reguIated and heavily exposed to the risks of 
devaluation. Arid corruption was a huge problem for 
the economy and for foreign investors. 

The extent of Russia’s fiscal problem is bard to over- 
state. In 1997, federal tax receipts amounted to 9.7 per 
cent of GDP, less than $4 billion a montit. The budget 
deficit was 6.9 per cent of GDP. Since 1996, the Russ- 
ian government has been in a race between its need to 
collect more taxes and a rising interest bill on its grow- 
ing debt This year, tax collection improved. In the sec- 
ond quarter, for the first time, federal revenues covered 
non-interest spending. But falling oil and commodity 
prices reduced export revenues, interest tares rose, and 
the government had to roll ova- $1 billion a week of 



GKOs, or short-term ruble-denominated debt. 

In July, die international community faced a hard 
choice: Whether to help Russia try to prevent devalu- 
ation. The adverse effects of a devaluation were clear, 
and the reformist Kiriyenko government was making 
progress on taxes and in other areas. So the decision 
was made to help, recognising that this was a calculat- 
ed risk. An official package of $22 billion was assem- 
bled, on condition that the Russians undertake major 
tax reforms; and a voluntary debt restructuring scheme 
for GKO holders to switch to longer-term dollar oblig- 
ations was introduced. 

The take-up of this offer was. however, small. The 
programme could still have been viable if GKO hold- 
ers had been ready to roll over their maturing holdings. 
But after the Duma rejected two tax measures (though 
it passed most of the legislation submitted to it), and 
. with doubts about the ability of die government to 
deliver on policy commitments growing, this did not 
happen. So the government was faced with an unenvi- 
able choice between devaluation, debt restructuring, or 
both. It chose both: Tire ruble was devalued, tire GKO 
restnicturing was imposed unilaterally, and a tempo- 
rary moratorium was put on private debt payments. 

The contagion following Russia’s actioas has been 
serious. The realisation that Russia was, after all, not 
too big to fail shook investor confidence — although it 
is hard to credit that sophisticated investors who had 
earned an average of 50 per cent a year on GKOs since 
1994 really believed there investments were safe. 
Investors were concerned that other countries might 
follow suit and unilaterally restructure their debts, 
although almost all have rejected this. 

Much of the contagion was caused by technical fac- 
tors. Highly leveraged investors have had to realise 
assets to meet margin calls; investors seeking to move 
out of emerging markets have sold in the most liquid 
markets to raise cash. The shocks are now reaching 
rich-country markets too. 

The new Russian government is in an extremely dif- 
ficult situation. In the short run, it may employ a mix- 
ture of money printing and more controls. But these 
approaches will not work; sooner or later a Russian 
government will have to return to the tasks of stabilis- 
ing and reforming die economy. At that point, the 
wold may be able to re-engage financially. In tire 
meantime, we sbonld encourage tire authorities to try 
to agree with creditors how to restructure the GKOs 
and bow to lift tire 90-day moratorium on private debt 
payments. 

What went wrong in Russia? Fundamentally, 
although progress was made over the years, successive 
governments have been too weak to implement then- 
desired policies. The international community, through 
the IMF, was right to try to support refrain in Russia. 
And the IMF was right from early on to stress the need 
to son out the fiscal mess. Eventually, as a weak inter- 
nal situation combined with external shocks, the crisis 
came. Its effects will take time to overcome, but the 
stray of Russian reform is not yet over. 

There is no shortage of suggestions for reshaping the 
international financial system. Among tire main ones 
are plans to strengthen national banking and financial 
systems; mechanisms to reduce contagion; capital con- 
trols; the need to minimise moral hazard; new 
exchange rare regimes; and reform of the IMF itself. 

Banking weaknesses have either caused or aggravat- 
ed all the recent crises. Most of these weaknesses were 
identified in advance by the IMF, but efforts to get 
countries to take pre-emptive action were not success- 
ful. The development of international banking stan- 
dards — the Basle core principles — is an advance. 
But although we are starting to strengthen surveillance 
of banking systems, enforcement mechanisms are 
lacking. One option among others might be to impose 



differential provisioning requirements against loans to 
different countries, depending on the standards met by 
their banking systems. 

Containing contagion 

The virulence of the recent contagion 
raises troubling questions about 
financial markets. Admittedly, con- 
tagion is rarely baseless: The mar- 
kets treat countries in better shape 
more kindly than those in worse 
shape. Nonetheless, the technical factors 
contributing to contagion suggest it has been excessive 
— and that a way should be found to moderate it. That 
task will fall mainl y to financial regulators, who 
should ensure greater transparency of positions being 
taken by investors, and consider when leverage can be 
excessive. 

Fuller information should increase the efficiency of 
international capital flows. Through its Special Data 
Dissemination Standard, the IMF is prodding conn- 
tries toward greater transparency. The standard needs 
strengthening, for instance by providing more timely 
data on foreign exchange reserves and complete data 
on forward transactions by central banks. We also need 
better information on short-term debt, on which the 
Bank for International Settlements and others are 
working. 

Malaysia’s decision to impose controls on capital 
outflows — and support for the idea among some aca- 
demics — raises the question of whether such controls 
will once again become widespread. The IMF's posi- 
tion has long been that capital account liberalisation 
should proceed in an orderly way: Countries should 
lift controls oa outflows only gradually as the balance 
of payments strengthens; liberalisation of inflows 
should start at the long end and move to the short end 
only as banking and financial systems are strength- 
ened. We have not opposed Chilean-style, market- 
based measures to regulate capital inflows at the short 
end, but they most be considered case by case (Chile 
has recently eased its controls). 

Yet, long experience shows that any short-term ben- 
efits that controls on outflows produce will be out- 
weighed by their long-term disadvantages, as they 
encourage domestic evasion and capital flight and dis- 
courage foreign investors. After Malaysia's imposition 
of controls, other Asian countries have firmly rejected 
than, as has Latin America. We should, even so, 
recognise (har the lure of isolation from the 
international system will increase unless market turbu- 
lence settles. 

Next is the issue of moral hazar d. It is hard to see 
evidence of this oa the part of policymakers. Most 
countries do their utmost to avoid going to the IMF. 
The thornier issues arise on the side of investors. Some 
point to investors who take excessively risky positions 
on the back of an IMF safety ueL Others are concerned 
that investors who should have paid a penalty may be 
bailed out by IMF lending. 

These worries should now be mitigated as most 
investors in Asian countries, and especially investors 
in Russia who bet on the “moral hazard play,” have 
taken very heavy losses. We need to balance concerns 
over moral hazard against the costs for the system of 
exacerbating instability by foiling to assist countries in 
need This issue is closely tied to the question of how 
to “bail in” the private sector (that is, get it to roll over 
its debts or provide new money rather than rushing for 
the exit). The IMF and other groups, including the G- 
22, are working on this high-priority problem. 

We also again need to appraise exchange rate 
regimes for emerging market countries. The recent 
crises have all taken place in countries with fixed or 


semi-fixed exchange rates. Yet, several countries, 
including Argentina, have benefited from a fixed rate: 
and currency crises also affect countries with flexible 
rates. The argument has been made that there are real- 
ly only two stable exchange rate systems: A freely 
floating rate, or the adoption (perhaps via a currency 
board) of another country’s currency. With the expect- 
ed success of EMU (European economic and mone- 
tary union), more currency blocs may develop. But for 
now, we are in an uncomfortable in-between world in 
which floating rates are sometimes too volatile and 
fixed rates sometimes too vulnerable to attack 

Lastly, there is the question of reforming the IMF. 
Many of die changes discussed above will affect its 
role. There is also general support — including from 
the management of the IMF — for greater transparen- 
cy in IMF operations. There has been much progress in 
recent years: more can be done, but only with the full 
support of the membership. 

It is sometimes argued that the IMF is not account- 
able. Thar is not true. It is fully accountable to its mem- 
bership, through the 24-member Executive Board that 
represents the 182 member countries. No loan or other 
big decision is taken without the Board’s approval. 
Overall IMF policies are set by the 24-member Inter- 
im Committee, made up of finance ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors, which meets twice a year. Most 
complaints about accountability are really about trans- 
parency. If more details of IMF operations were pub- 
lished, there would be more room for appraisal by out- 
siders — which would be to die good. 

What to do now 

While wok on the international finan- 
cial architecture moves ahead to pre- 
vent the next crisis, we need urgently 
to contain the present one. Four steps 
are needed. 

First, as the balance of risks in die 
international economy has shifted, so 
should the stance of monetary policy in the 
United States and Europe. The September 29 cut in 
U.S. interest rates is welcome news. It is also good that 
European central bankers have suggested that Euro- 
pean rales should converge to the low levels in France 
and Germany rather than meet in die middle. 

Second. Japan's continuing recession is a major 
problem, bodi for Japan and for the rest of die world. 
Rapid action to sort out its banks, and further fiscal 
stimulus, would go a long way to help Japan and die 
rest of Asia recover: 

Third, the key to stopping the spread of (he crisis is 
Latin America; and in Latin America it is Brazil. Latin 
American countries have made genuine progress in 
structural reforms this decade. They have reacted 
courageously to recent financial pressures by tighten- 
ing monetary and fiscal policies. Brazil’s President 
Cardoso has left no doubt that he will take more fiscal 
action after the election. 

The international financial system, which has sus- 
tained the world economy through SO years of growth 
and prosperity, needs reform to ensure (hat this contin- 
ues — and that the mistakes of the 1930s are not 
repeated. For the IMF, which has had a central role in 
the system, to continue to play its part, it needs the 
support of its membership as it adapts to a changing 
world economy — and it urgently needs the quota 
increase. 

(The views expressed in this article are those of the 
author. They are not necessarily shared by the 
International Monetary Fund’s Executive Board) 

— The Economist 



Abfcfi 

inn® 


The Saturday Crossword 


, w 3t 

ifi 

iiTtt? 

3 as* 

!***. 
r jtitf 


ilA’Pt 

|i# 

-*1 


:ifP 

“■I*' . 


>i^i 

I*? 

X* 

1 

...1**1 


PUN AND GAMES 

By Robert H. Wolfe, North Woodmen;, New York 


ACROSS 

1 PWartj tenter ship 

S ftUJV dwnaUst 
10 Seamed product 
14 Exhausted 

19 Weddngvowa 

20 Unfed 

31 CKUhood taboo 
22 W®j destructor 
S3 \buig Bee . 

34 UatJdna) ointment 
S MachuPicchu 
restart 
26 Tny 

Z7 Phhmh ro ptet wttfi 
tex packs*? 

30 Cigar droppings 

31 Not accented 

3Z HaB-cd-Famar Pttf 

33 Ship* psoomwl 

34 Afternoon in 
Acapulco 

38 Stephen of 'The 
Oyinq Game*' 

37 Custody 
•41 Easy as _ 

44 awi/giumace 
48 [Serial Smnuet 

SSsea* 

__ PWayer 
® Samess sands 
52 FfecampfsWy 
». Former Russian 

57 W&ioned skfl 
Sj Mtw hackneyed 
® Say the same 
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82 Hot chamber 
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101 Govt funds group 

103 Overly curious 

104 Remove from a 
box 

106 Greek markets 
110 Singer LaBene 
112 Court 

troublemaker? 

115 Speak scomMy 

118 ■Dancing Queen* 
singers 

117 Drudge 

118 Touch against 

119 Eagle's home 

120 Unruly chid 

121 Conger cafcher 

122 Yugoslavian 

dictator 

123 Cofl about 

124 Painful point 

125 Humanlike 

126 Arabian seaport 
DOWN 

1 Japanese 
mercenary 

2 Senseless person 

3 Untruel 

4 Nod of the head 

5 farm income 

producer 

6 Memo acronym 

7 Actress on 
horseback? t , 

8 Poam postscript 
g Dancer Huby 

10 -PeerGynr 

dancer 

11 Bizarre 

12 ASow endng? 

13 Be&ow 

14 Knights' tunics 

15 Egyptiwblrds 

16 DoOorotraros; 

17 Fen aia tem fly “ 
art patrons 

18 Former Tunisian 
inters 

28 OM-tim* smfler 
Edith 

29 Akttfluy 

33 objects 
S5 Of a Syrian 
religious sect 

37 Patricia ol 
-trirtysoiTwthtngr 

38 UncortHjSlOd 

40 Ha»y Wife te* 
Cathsrtw 

41 causa anxiety 

42 Moderated 

43 1994 Oscar* 

nominee? 

45 Fteimrfflte® 

46 Golf score 
43 Routine 

51 More than 

52 open footwear 
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53 nuitteAHcarne 
55 international 


59 Breaks In friendly 
relations 
61 Larceny 
63 Comp**® P 1 - 
65 More lathery 
88 Exemplar <F 

stiffness 

69 Musa of lyric 

poetry 

71 Lore deeply 

72 Tears 

74 *W9 the Wontf 

77 Chest bona 

78 Health resort 

79 sound of npp*ng 
watte 

81 Bonds Flemmg 

83 Game-show 


87 -da-Prance 

89 Tea set pitchers 

92 Brando 
94 Wise person 
07 Elect 

38 Existing naturafiy 
89 H-S-aut*. 

100 Garnered together 
102 Musical 

composition 

104 Open&.c&3!fe 
door 

105 Rape who dealt 
wtm Anna 

107 fanatical 

108 Keenly pemapfire 

109 Attack 

110 KS. Ju*«*a exam 

111 Afresh 

112 Sot Were 

113 Spanish river 

114 Dared evS KreevM 
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Old Cairo faces future as 
‘time machine’ 


By Emad Mekay 

Reuters 

THE WOODEN door and 
lattice windows of the 
15 th century walled 
bazaar in Cairo’s old city 
shook as Adel Hegazy 
hammered copper sheets 
and apprentices ferried 
them in stacks in and out 
of his shop. 

The 49-year-old black- 
smith brushed off the fact 
that his workshop at 
Wekalat Qaitbay is on a 
list of buildings sched- 
uled for relocation from 
historic sites in mediae- 
val Cairo. 

“We are causing no 
harm to the monuments,” 
said Hegazy. “I inherited 
this place from my father 
who inherited it from my 
grandfather. We have 
been here for ages.” The 
government wants to 
relocate hundreds of 
workshops, offices, 
schools, homes and shops 
which it says encroach 
illegally on areas classi- 
fied as antiquities in the 
heart of Cairo. 

The U.N. Development 
Programme helped pre- 
pare a plan last year to 
rehabilitate the area’s rich 
jumble of ancient 
mosques, Islamic 

schools, fountains, syna- 
gogues and Coptic 
churches. 

The cabinet activated 
the plan to turn the dis- 
trict into an open-air 
museum last month after 
a fire that began in a pile 
of rubbish gutted the 18th 
century palace of Musafir 
Khanna. 


Other potential fire haz- 
ards abound, such as the 
wooden food crates piled 
high in the 500-year-old 
Houesh Attai courtyard. 

Antiquities officials say 
seepage from 19th centu- 
ry sewage and water 
pipes is eroding the foun- 
dations of many old 
structures, which were 
also rocked by a 1992 


harmful professions like 
blacksmiths or alumini- 
um (welders) this is 
going to be moved,” 
Gaballah added. 

Work has started on a 
tunnel, scheduled to be 
completed in three years, 
to divert traffic from the 
heavily populated area 
around the Hussein and 
Azbar mosques. 



earthquake. 

Power cables hang from 
houses in the narrow 
streets. Women make tea 
on gas burners and laun- 
dry flaps from the walls 
of the 14th century Besh- 
taq palace. 

Cars clog the old city, 
whose widest street, AJ- 
Moez, is just eight metres 
(yards) across and more 
than 1,000 years' old. 

The authorities have 
noted more than 200 vio- 
lations at 108 historic 
sites in just two areas of 
Old Cairo, Gamalia and 
Moez, and have surveyed 
all the district's 300 listed 
landmarks. 

“We are talking about 
complete rehabilitation of 
the whole area, the sites, 
streets, cars, environ- 
ment,” said Gaballah All 
Gaballah, secretary gen- 
eral of the Supreme 
Council for Antiquities. 

“Professions that are 
harmless to the environ- 
ment, like jewellers or 
woodwork, of course will 
stay. But if there are 


Abdallah Al-Attar, head 
of Coptic and Islamic 
Antiquities, said work- 
shops may be allowed to 
stay put if they switch to 
tourist-friendly activities 
such as selling souvenirs. 

“After the plan is fully 
carried out, the area 
would be like a time 
machine from the Ameri- 
can movies. We’d take 
people back into past 
centuries." Attar 

enthused. 

Attar said the project 
would cost $250 million 
which the government 
hopes to raise from 
tourism revenue and aid 
from international organ- 
isations. 

“There are just two 
main obstacles facing 
implementation of the 
plan. First, money. Sec- 
ond. spreading awareness 
of the value of such 
antiquities among the 
population," said Ragai 
Hussein, head of Coptic 
and Islamic antiquities in 
North Cairo. 

He also cited the tangle 
of overlapping authorities 


and government organi- 
sations responsible for 
aspects of the project. 

The Supreme Council 
for Antiquities wants to 
take over the sites from 
the Religious Endow- 
ments Ministry, which 
Attar said controls 95 per 
cent of 650 mediaeval 
sites throughout Cairo. 

Tenants, some of whom 
have occupied the sites 
for generations, pay as 
little as five pounds a 
month in rent 

“It is such a frustrating 
situation,” said Attar. 
“We are supervising what 
we do not own. But we 
are trying." The Cairo 
governorate is charged 
with building alternative 
housing. It plans to relo- 
cate displaced citizens in 
Maoshiyet Nasser, a 
north-eastern suburb bor- 
dering the desert. 

Hussein said lack of 
awareness about the 
value of the monuments 
among Old Cairo 
dwellers, many of them 
uneducated, was a major 
hindrance to the plan and 
to the inspectors’ work. 

“We create police files 
for those who encroach 
on the monuments,” he 
said. “People react by 
hating the monuments. 
They call them just piles 
of stones that upset their 
lives." Hegazy, hammer- 
ing in his sooty smock, is 
concerned more with 
daily survival than with 
the relics of the past. 

"This is where I work to 
feed my children. I will 
resist evacuation. Are 
monuments and tourists 
more important than us?” 




Jordan’s trade 
deficit narrows 


Jordan to attend conference 
on new aid to Palestinians 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
trade deficit narrowed in the 
first eight months of 1998 by 
2.4 per cent compared to the 
same period last year despite a 
fall in the value of ex pons, the 
Central Bank bulletin said. 

The narrower deficit 
appeared to be the result 
mainly of cheaper fijel 
imports so far this year, 
according to figures published 
Thursday in the bank's 
monthly bulletin. 

Exports fell 5.4 per cent in 
the first eight months of the 
year while the value of 
imported consumer goods 
actually rose 7.6 per cent. 

The hank said the January- 
August deficit stood at 
JD9S6.8 million ($1.39 bil- 
lion). compared to JD 1.0 1 bil- 
lion in the first eight months 


of 1997. 

Exports slipped to JD669.2 
millio n from JD707.7 million, 
with exports of consumer 
goods accounting for most of 
the fall. 

Exports of Jordan's main 
natural resources — potash 
and phosphates — were 
slightly up. Animal and veg- 
etable oils, mostly exported to 
neighbouring Iraq, were 
sharply down and exports of 
manufactured goods also 
eased. 

Imports fell to JDI.80 bil- 
lion from JD1.87 billion as 
Jordan's bill for fuel imports 
dropped by nearly JD8Q mil- 
lion to JDI75 million. But 
imports of consumer goods 
rose nearly JD25 million to 
JD477 million. 


WASHINGTON ^APJ 
— Four Arab countries 
— Egypt, Jordan, Oman 
and Bahrain — are 
among about a dozen 
nations that have 
accepted invitations to 
meet here Nov. 30 to 
consider new assis- 
tance to the Palestini- 
ans in the West Bank 
and in Gaza. 

Israel, which has 
joined the United 
States in appealing for 
financial help funneled 
through the Palestinian 
National Authority, 
also plans to attend the 
one-day conference. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 
will be the host. She 
has urged wealthy 
European. Asian and 


Arab countries to help 
the Palestinians and 
has appealed to the 
Arabs to establish or 
improve relations with 
Israel, now that it start- 
ed to givie up another 
chunk of the West 
Bank. 

. The State Department 
spokesman. James P. 
Rubin, said Thursday a 
positive response was 
expected now that the 
Israeli pullback has 
started. 

Past appeals produced 
$3.9 billion in pledges, 
about two-thirds at a 
similar conference in 
1993. 

International donors 
at a conference spon- 
sored by the World 
Bank in Paris directed 


$750 million last 
December to help 
Palestinians build 
roads, schools and 
other projects in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
and promised to insure 
$150 million more in 
private investment. 

Among proposed 
Palestinian projects are 
an airport at Gaza, 
water treatment facili- 
ties and a luxury hotel 
in Bethlehem. 

In 1993. the United 
States pledged $500 
million for five years. 
Rubin said, “We do 
hope to substantially 
increase that amount in 
the coming years.” 


Cash-strapped Iran facing difficulty in repaying foreign debt 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — The 
severe recession in Iran, 
which has been exacerbated 
by rock-bottom oil prices, has 
left both the public and private 
sectors struggling to pay off 
some SI I billion in foreign 
debL 

‘There’s a cashflow crisis,” 
said one foreign banker. “And 
that's official” 

Bankers are seeing a sharp 
rise in debt defaults and for- 
eign firms in Tehran have 
been deluged with requests 
for delays in loan repayments. 

Iranian companies are said 
to be having difficulty obtain- 
ing hard currency from the 
government, which according 

•' 'Vt»«T(»rp j« cfTUC- 

three principal creditors — 
Germany. Italy and Japan. 

Tehran has asked the trio for 
a $3 billion loan to help meet 
its financial commitments. 

Italy. Iran's second largest 
trade partner in Europe after 
Germany, has agreed to 
extend a SI .2 billion line of 
credit but reportedly wants the 
money used for investments 
rather than for meeting current 
expenses. 

Germany and Japan have 
given no firm reply to Iran's 
cash request, hesitant to com- 
mit lunds lo a cnuntrv thar has 


failed to introduce key 
reforms to an economy almost 
wholly dependent on the sale 
of oil. 

Crude expors account for 80 
per cent of Iran’s hand curren- 
cy earnings, which have fallen 
off dramatically as oil prices 
hover around a 10-year low. 

The government had esti- 
mated oil revenues this year 
on a price of $16 per barrel, 
but with crude trading at 
around $1 1 per barrel Iran is 
facing a budget shortfall of 
some $63 billion . 

Observers estimate that Iran 
loses a billion dollars a year in 
revenue for every dollar drop 
in the price of oil. 

The unhealthy state of the 

; ... ~ v.< u-.wii iis toll 

on the Iranian riyal, which 
was trading at 6300 to the 
dollar in mid-October but is 
now at more than 7,000 as the 
demand for hand currency 
grows. 

For its part the government 
has said that as much as a third 
of the Iranian economy is 
underground, further adding 
to the nation's financial woes. 

In an unusual step to scrape 
together money, the govern- 
ment is even selling exemp- 
tions from Iran’s 21 -month 
compulsory military service. 

I or SI 3m to $2,500. 
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school and university gradu- 
ates can buy a peace-time 
exemption. 

But those numbers are 
unlikely to make a significant 
impact on the stuttering econ- 
omy, which is seeing a flow of 
money into gold and jewellery 
as consumers demonstrate lit- 
tle faith that economic 
reforms will take hold. 

The government's efforts to 
diversify revenue sources 
have failed, and non-oil 
exports and tax revenues 
remain stagnant in the face of 
the sharp recession, now well 
into its second year. 

“Wrong policies of the past 
coupled with the sharp decline 
in oil prices have created an 
cioni-iiu: mire," the Iran 
News warned this week. ‘We 
are in a mess and nothing has 
changed despite the govern- 
ment's promises.'' 

Reformist President 
Mohammad Khatami 
launched an ambitious reform 
programme several months 
ago to help the ailing econo- 
my, but with oil prices contin- 
uing to hover near 10-year 
lows, Iran remains strapped 
for cash and faces a $6.3 bil- 
lion deficit — roughly a third 
of the annual budget. 

The plummeting price of oil 
has exacerbated a recession 
now well into its second year. 

The government has been 
I freed to borrow money from 
the central bank as well as 
take advances on future oil 
•ales in an effort to pay wages 
.mil finance the very develop- 
ment projects it intended to 
create new jobs. 

Critics have strongly 
.mucked the scheme as an 
ineffective stop-gap measure 
ihat foils to deal with the econ- 
>»my's fundamental defects. 

Xnd the lack of hand curren- 


cy has meant many industries 
no longer have the means to 
import raw materials needed 
for industrial production, forc- 
ing delayed wage payments as 
well as factory closures that 
are boosting the unemploy- 
ment rate and depressing the 
economy still further. 

“Many workers in factories 
in Tehran have not been paid 
for months and their families 
are feeing problems feeding 
themselves.” said Soheila 
Jelodar-Zadeh. a member of 
parliament. 

Demand for industrial 
investment is down 40 per 
cent over the past six months, 
according to an industry min- 
istry report published last 
week. 

“The present trend of facto- 
ries being shut down will lead 
to a wave of unemployed 
workers" in the capital, said 
Bakhsh AIL director of 
Tehran's unemployment 
office. 

More than a half million 
people in Tehran alone have 
signed on with his office, he 
said, including ‘for the first 
time” 84,000 unemployed Ira- 
nians with university degrees. 

The official unemployment 
rate has jumped from 1 1 to 13 
per cent in recent months, 
while independent estimates 
put the figure significantly 
higher. 

And while the demand for 
hard currency rises. Iran’s 
rival has dropped dramatically 
against major currencies, 
fuelling such steep hikes in 
the price of consumer goods 
that families are increasingly 
unable to buy even the most 
basic household items. 

Monthly expenses for the 
average Iranian family are 
SI 60 but average income Is 
now only about S70. accord- 


ing to estimates by Deputy 
Finance Minister Morteza 
Qarah-Baqian. 

In an effort to fix the prob- 
lem, the government is 
importing thousands of tonnes 
of beef to sell at one-tenth the 
market price. 

Ali NajafL director of Iran’s 
Budget Planning Organisa- 
tion. said the subsidies are for 
the moment an absolute 
necessity. 

“Eliminating subsidies is 
not practical in the short term. 
They lead to negative side- 
effects and create a shock to 
the economy. Our policy is to 
ease inflationary pressure on 
the people,” he said. 

But critics argue tint they 
are contrary to Khatami's 
pledges of market reform. 

“Unfortunately, the govern- 
ment has not been able to 
reach any decision towards 
improving the economy or at 
least prevent things from get- 
ting worse," said Davood 
Danesh-Jafari. a conservative 
member of Parliament. 

Both newspapers and politi- 
cians say the lack of strong 
decisions on the economy is 
the result of major disagree- 
ment between various eco- 
nomic policy makers within 
Khatami's administration. 

Kay h an newspaper said that 
proponents of economic liber- 
alisation. whom it did not 
name, were seeking the resig- 
nation of Economy Minister 
Hossein Namazi, who report- 
edly favours a slower pace of 
reform to protect the poor. 

As the conservative Abrar 
newspaper put it: “How can 
we expect a positive result 
when there are certain offi- 
cials in the government who 
do not believe in the govern- 
ment's official economic poli- 
cies?" 


THE Daily Crossword Ed 


ACROSS 

1 Rigorous 

5 ’The Plague" 
author 

TO Hemingway's 
nickname . 

14 Smell 

15 Dress shape 

16 Algerian pan 
it Blare a trail 
TS Embroidery 

stitch 
20 Make 
honorable 

22 Computer 
capacity 

23 Potash 

34 Swimming hole 
25 Romeo, ol 
sorts 

2? Wight and Man 
2-1 Landed 

25 Droop 

26 Struck 
forcefully 

37 Narrow strips Of 
wood 

39 Tent stake 

41 Tene . IN 

42 French room 

43 Part of an 
apron 

45 Neeson ol 
'Schindler's 
List' 

46 Beginning 

47 Without esteem 
49 Follow orders 

51 Ordinance 

52 Displaced 
person 

56 Geisha's robes 
60 Clock pointer 

62 Rock's partner 

63 Rustic hotels 

64 Nevada resort 
05 Actress 

Kedrova 
55 Harvest 
67 C-:ips, e.g. 

63 Faded and dull 

DOWN 
t Apsnure 

2 Pori of Yemen 

3 Horse shade 

4 Eddie Murphy 
film 

5 Lacking a hat 

6 Toward shelter 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

STOCK MARKET 

INDEX CLOSING 
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HONGKONG 

HANG SENG 
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LONDON 
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NEW YORK 

DJ INDUS 
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NEW YORK 

. NYSE COMPOSITE 

66348 

NEW YORK 
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NEW YORK 
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TOKYO 
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PARIS 
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METAL 

GOLD 

SAVER 

PLATINUM 


Two executives join Marriott Hotel 


TWO NEW executives have 
joined the Marriott Hotel recently. 

Osama Kiwan joined the sales 
team at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel as a Senior Sales Managet 

Osama started his career, four 
year? ago, with Marriott as a 
Reservations Sales Agent at the 
Worldwide Sales Office, and then 
moved to establish the General 
Saks Office in Riyadh. 


In 1997, he moved to the 
Riyadh Marriott Hotel to assume 
the position of Sales Manager 
there, and then became Senior 
Sales Manager at the same hotel 
Now, after spending three years in 
Saudi Arabia, Osama has come 
bock to work with the Amman 
Marriott. He will be responsible 
for local corporate customers, as 
well as businessfham the Gulf 
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By Glasbergen 
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By Stanley B. Whitten 

Northbrook, IL 

7 Cambridge seh. 

8 Concord 

9 Heated 
argument 

10 Destitute 

It Diva's song 

12 Sharp spasm 

13 Feed the kitty 

19 Refine 

21 Automatic 
advance in a 
tournament 

24 Shoulder-length 
hairstyle 

25 Cowboy's rope 

26 Poe's middle 
name 

2? Gauges 

28 Atlas page 

30 Song from 
'Gypsy* 

31 Comic 
Anderson 

32 Kett and James 

33 Appears I 

36 Begin a trip 

4Q Martini I 

ingredient : 

44 Meteoric i 

fireballs 
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’d rather not work weekends* 
but their coffee is so much 
better than yours!” 
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Unscramble these four JumUes. 
one letter 10 each square, to farm 
bur ordinary words. 
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47 Whinny 

48 Leader of the 
nock 

50 Borscht 
ingredient 

52 Bahrain leader 

53 Creeper 

54 Tolstoy novel, 

■ Karenina' 


55 Zodiac 
connection 

56 Rounded 
handle 

57 French black 
56 Spicy stew 
59 Granite block 
61 Exclamation of 

discovery 
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Yesterday's 


Jumbles: PARTY 
Answer. Slashirn 


Now arrange me cirowo 
form the surprise anBweLj** 
gosred by the above cam*"- 


PARTY GNOME SEXTON * 7 ' 
Slashing prices does tWs to sports f* 
THEY GO FASTER 
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Government shelves exempting production inputs 
from customs duties because of high deficit 


** DUE TO the big deficit in the budget, 
estimated at eight per cent of the gross 
domestic product, a decision on exempt- 
ing production inputs from customs has 
been postponed until further notice, gov- 
ernment sources have said. The sources 
indicated.that the treasury cannot take an 
expected JDI25 million in deficit as a 
result of exempting the production inputs 
from customs. 

A committee looking into the issue of 
exemption has previously approved the 
final lists of the types of inputs proposed 


for exemptions and specified the percent- 
age of protection on the inputs on the 
basis of the volume of production, its 
type and value added. According to the 
findings of the committee, a total of 
2,200 inputs should be exempted from 
customs. 

Raising the sales tax was a proposal 
floated to plug the gap that would result 
from the exemption but this suggestion is 
facing wide opposition from some com- 
mercial and industrial segments (Ai 
Aswaq). 


Petra , Aqaba hotels flourish 


'** THE OCCUPANCY rale at Aqaba hotels 
(hiring the four-day holiday last week was 
100 per cent as large number of people opted 
to spend the vacation in Aqaba, tourism 
sources said. “Many people were not able to 
make hotel reservation and were forced to 
rent apartments or stay on the beaches," the 
sources added. 

. Petra also witnessed high influx of tourists 
and visitors with the occupancy rate at the 
feads reaching 80 per cent The sources said 
a total of 3,126 Jordanians visited Petra 


between Nov. 12 and Nov. 16 while the num- 
ber of foreign tourists was 64*98. Fees col- 
lected from die foreign tourists totalled 
JD 134,700. 

Most of the "internal tourism" was in gen- 
eral to the southern region of the Kingdom 
but thousands of Jordanians also chose to 
spend a one-day vacation, either in the Jordan 
Valley, the Dead Sea shore and J crash, with- 
out an overnight stay at any of these places 
(Ai Ra’i). 


New industries push up electricity consumption 


**. THE KINGDOM will face a severe 
shortage in electricity generation during 
tbe coming five years if new units are not 
installed in case a source of natural gas is 
supplied, an official source at the Nation- 
al Electricity Company has said He indi- 
cated that electricity consumption in the 
country has witnessed an extraordinary 
increase that reached a 10 per cent 
growth instead of six per cent as planned 
Tbe source attributed the rise in electric- 
ity .consumption to a large number of 


industries starting operations. He said tbe 
electrical power generation from the com- 
pany's stations will reach 6.332 gigawatt 
per hour this year, a 7.2 per cent growth 
over the previous year. The growth rate 
will rise by 6.3 per cent to reach 6,73! 
gigawatt per hour in 1999 and by 6.8 per 
cent to 7.189 in the year 2&00. Until 2005. 
the power generation is expected to be 
7.564 in 2001, 7,946 in 2002. 8,279 in 
2003, 8.631 in 2004 and 8.971 gigawatt 
hours in 2005 (Ai Dustour). 







By&ndaC. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 You have a strong urge to trav- 
el possjWy for romantic reasons. There will be complications, 
howev^Wyou’d better plan oa.them Fix whatever you. can- 
ahad of time: Check die oil level and the air pressure in the 
tyres. Minimise the complications that could arise and take a 
fanffiar route. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Things will be stirred up at 
went You might have to return to an earlier method to get the 
product out the door on time. This condition wiD be in effect for 
several wedts, so you ought to think about it dow. Tbe good 
news is that you'll learn new things you can use to streamline 
year procedures. Make that your objective. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Meruny, your ruling planet 
goes retrograde todav. That means there will be a turnaround in 
coaununicatioos. With Mercury in Sagittarius, the emphasis is 
also going to be on truth. Truth depends on a person’s point of 
yew. You’re going to hear Jots points of view for the next few 
weeks. This could be very interesting. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22)711610 could be problems asso- 
oaed with taking care of other people. If you're in the kind of 
job where you do that, you may experience more complrca- 
tktts and confusion than usual. Fes - the next couple of weeks. 
By going back to a method that worked Ixfore. You D find this 
me successful than trying something new. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Mercury goes retrograde today, 
aid that's gping to make a big difference in communication. 
Something you were discussing freely yesterday may be diffi- 
Pfc to app roa ch today. It's still important for you to listen, and 
encourage your loved ones to talk. If you can do that for one 
rose (fey; vcu’Il be richly rewarded. 

VIRGO. (August 23 to September 22) Expect frustrations for 
fce neca couple of weeks. It may seem like everything you do 
las robe done two or three times before it’s right Go ahead and 
fli&e that your intention. If you have to make drastic changes, 
to be it This is the perfect time for it, and today you 11 spot 
exactly what you want to change. . 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23 ) The sun is in the last 
degree of Scorpio today, and the moon in Sagittarius. Scorpio 
repres ents secrets, and Sagittari us represents the truth. Mercury, 
symbolising communication, has just gone retrograde in Sagjt- 
Srius. Tins could cause confusion. For example, both or 
.the sony sound plausible, so where does the truth really he. 
.flat’ll be the question for the next couple of weeks. 

? SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) Mercury is retro- 
33 tie in Sagittarius, in your solar second house of nioney. 
Don’t gamble for the next couple weeks. You (ldob^er moP ’ 
dally if you lock, your money in a safe place and hide it nom 
KursCPay off debts, too. That’s an excellent way to increase 
tfurincoms. Those interest rates can suck you dry before you 
know it - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Mercury* 
going retrograde today in your sign, increasing your tendency 
to make mistakes. Actually, it’s a good rime few retrosfKui 
Jto may have become a' Hide cocky due to past suoas sses. 

of that confidence is warranted, but some isn t- 
oat few weeks, you’ll be able to sort thar out and wind up on 

CAP! HkV: (December 22 to January l^ Merowy^ 
tfanet (rfcaminunicarions, is going into Sagittarius ‘ ' 

•d this could cause quite a srit It means truth 

^ • , ^oxr cfri rations ana J»oap 


Half of 
China’s 
breweries 
said losing 
money - 

BEUING (AFP) — Half 
of China's breweries are 
losing money as supply 
surges ahead of demand, 
the China Light Industry 
News has reported. 

In 1997, the capacity of 
China’s breweries was 24 
million tonnes a year and 
production rose to nearly 
19 million tonnes while 
average earning per tonne 
dropped by 50 yuan ($6). 

•’China is now number 
wo in beer prodution 
after the United States 
and next year, output 
should exceed 20 million 
tonnes ... but 50 per cent 
of the breweries are los- 
ing money,” the newspa- 
per said. 

•‘Controlling prodution 
capacity is essential,” it 
warned. 

China had 550 brew- 
eries in 1997, but only 50 
of these were large-scale. 


Holiday attracts investors away from stock market 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Trading at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) declined by 23.8 in 
the past week with the price 
index recording its lowest 
level in more tban 18 
months, Naim Naqeeb, a 
broker, said Friday. 

He explained that the 
decline in the turnover was 
due ro the three-day holiday 
during which investors 
••preferred to stay away 
from the market and post- 
pone their activities until 
the coming week.” 

The weekly bulletin 
showed the turnover during 
the past week at JD3.5 mil- 
lion compared to JD4.6 


million.The average daily 
turnover was JDI.I million 
during the two-day trading 
compared to five days in 
the previous week. 

The price index closed at 
159.46, the lowest level this 
year, compared to 160.61 
points in the previous week. 

The price index of the 
banking . industrial and 
insurance sectors declined 
by 1.18, 1.31 and 0.17 
points respectively whereas 
the price index of the ser- 
vices sector increased by 
0.24 points, the bulletin 
said. 

On Tuesday, the opening 
day of trading following the 
three-day holiday, recorded 
the lowest price level in 


more than 18 months. 
Naqeeb said. 

The broker expected trad- 
ing in the market to 
improve this week when 
trading in the shares of the 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Company will resume. 

‘‘The deal between the 
cement firm and the French 
company Lafarge will bring 
the attention of investors to 
the mining shares, especial- 
ly those of the potash and 
phosphate companies,” 
Naqeeb told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The b ankin g sector 
ranked first with a total of 
JD'2.8 million, or 80.7 per 
cent of the turnover. Share 
prices of four banks rose 


and four others recorded 
declines out of 12 banks 
whose shares were traded. 

Trading in this sector 
focused on the Arab Bank, 
the major blue chip n the 
country, as it won 71.7 per 
cent of the turnover fol- 
lowed by the Philadelphia 
and Housing banks, the 
broker said. 

The industrial sector 
ranked second with 
JD650.000, or 1 8.4 per cent 
of the turnover. Shares of 
27 firms changed hands in 
this setor but only 10 
recorded increases in their 
prices and six registered 
declines. 

Shares of the Arab Potash 
Company and Jordan Phos- 


phate Mines Company won 
the attention of the 
investors in the industrial 
sector. Both firms won 5.9 
per cent of the turnover. 
Naqeeb added. 

The services sector 
accounted for JD29.000 
and the insurance sector for 
JD2.000. as shares of nine 
firms were traded. 

The parallel market won 
7.5 per cent of the total 
turnover. Naqeeb said. 

Out of the 70 firms that 
were traded in the floor, 24 
companies recorded 

increase in their share 
prices, 15 decreased and 31 
firms recorded no change in 
their prices. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 
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1h Stone of Novonben Topaz Tigei-sEy 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 ^ 920609 /* 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

0IUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 . 

079-77390/66271 anytime 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
I hour service 
Develop your colour fam 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


ShmeisanI - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 
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Right on 


♦One & TWo Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ♦Daily & 

Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 

5tfa Circle Call Us Now 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 ssltiA'in O A 

e-mail : aysal® go-conijo 551U427, O,” 
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FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



•w i»t.<bfedlSE IN THIS 
^ iN CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 




5667171 EXI 223 
OR 

5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 



Fax: 5693337 



Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 
and Spa in Amman. 
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Graf outlasts Seles 
to reach Chase semis 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Steffi Graf remained 
unbeaten in her return 
from injury Thursday, ral- 
lying for a 1-6. 6-4.' 6-4 
victory over Monica 
Seles in the quarter-finals 
of the $2 million Chase 
Championships. 

Graf. 29 and a five-time 
winner of the WTA Tour's 
season finale, looked 
headed for an early exit 
when she dropped the 
first set in just 24 min- 
utes. 

But over the next two 
sets she engaged the fifth- 
seeded American in a 
baseline slugfest worthy 
of Madison Square 
Garden, her lethal fore- 
hand finally making the 
difference in the one 
hour, 47 minute match. 

“1 thought it was an 
ubelievable match. She 
came out hitting extreme- 
ly well in the first set. 1 
didn't know what to do," 
Graf said. 

“I tried to hang in and 
keep the ball in play." 
said Graf, who advances 
to the semifinals to meet 
the winner of Friday's 
match between top-seed 
Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States and eighth 
seed Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 

Seles refused to go 
down easy, fighting off 
four match points in the 
10th game of the third set 
before hitting a forehand 
wide. She dropped to 4-9 
all-time against Graf. 

The crowd of 13.023. 
the largest of the tourna- 
ment so far. was appre- 
ciative of the effort of the 
two players, vociferously 
exhorting each player in 
the third set and giving 
both a lengthy ovation 
when the battle ended. 



Monica Seles 

‘‘The third set was some 
great tennis. The atmos- 
phere in the third set was 
tremendous,'* Graf added. 

Overcoming the effects 
of food poisoning. Seles 
reached die quarter-finals 
on Wednesday with a 
straight-set win over 
slumping Russian teenag- 
er Anna Kournikova. 
Graf took advantage of a 
cramping Jana Novotna 
and eliminated the 
defending champion 
Tuesday night. 


In the day's early 
match. Irina Spirlea of 
Romania knocked off 
Dominique Van Roost of 
Belgium 6-2, 6-3 to 

advance to the semi- 
finals. Both players had 
been idle since Monday, 
when they pulled off 
upsets of seeded 
Spaniards. 

Seles, who became sick 
from a meal in 
Philadelphia and spent all 
of Monday and the better 
part of Tuesday in bed 


recovering, needed just 
65 minutes Wednesday 
for her first win in 
Madison Square Garden 
since capturing her third 
straight title in 1992. 

Before Thursday, the 
24-year-old Seles had 
won 11 of her last 13 
matches since falling to 
Martina Hingis in the 
quarter-finals of the U.S. 
Open. 

Graf entered this week 
having won back-to-back 
tournaments in Germany 
and Philadelphia. It was 
her first meeting with 
Seles since winning in the 
final of the 1996 U.S. 
Open, and their first 
meeting before a final 
since the fourth round of 
Wimbledon in 1989. 

Spirlea, who eliminated 
fourth seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in 
straight sets, needed just 
55 minutes to bounce Van 
Roost as she played near- 
perfect tennis. She broke 
Van Roost's serve four 
times and committed just 
nine unforced errors. 

Van Roost, a seven-year 
veteran who beat number 
seven Conchita Martinez 
in her tournament debut, 
had 20 unforced errors 
and failed to convert her 
lone break opportunity. 

Spirlea will face the 
winner of Friday’s quar- 
ter-final between sixth- 
seeded Mary Pierce of 
France and the second- 
seeded Hingis. 

On Wednesday, Pierce 
lost just one game in 
overpowering Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa. 
Pierce has been hot of 
late, winning back-to- 
back titles last month at 
the Ladies Kremlin Cup 
and Seat Open to give her 
four titles in 1998. 


USOC kicks off money-for-medals programme 


PARK CITY (AFP) — U.S. 
Olympic Committee (OSOC) offi- 
cials handed out the first $368,000 
of an SI 8 million programme 
aimed at improving medal chances 
at the 2002 Salt Lake Games. 

The Podium 2002 plan will pay 
out S3.5 million through the end of 
1999. another S4.5 million in 2000, 
S6 million in 2001 and S4 million 
in 2002. 


The goal is to surpass the record 
U.S. total of 13 medals at a Winter 
Olympics when the Winter Games 
return to a U.S. city for the first 
time since 1980 in Lake Placid, 
New York. 

A programme to open 2002 
Olympics training venues early for 
U.S. athletes received the first 
$150,000 toward a total investment 
of S3.5 million. 


The U.S. ski team received 
5112,000 of more than $4million to 
enhance training opportunities, 
including a trip to Canada for extra 
training. 

U.S. bobsledders received money 
for living expenses. This includes 
women, whose participation in the 
2002 Games has not yet been 
approved. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN JABAL HUSSEIN 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, telephone. 
Location: Near Ai Ahram Taxi Office. 

Please contact Tel.: 5666172 ext. 446 
or 5670633 (after noon). 


Notice To Canadian citizens 


Canadian citizens residing in jordan for a period 
of more than three months . are invited to register 
or re-register with the Canadian Embassy , pearl 
of shmeisani Building , Shmeisani / P.0 Box 
815403. Amman 11180 . Registration may be 
made in person or by mail. 

Telephone 566-6124 for further information . 


Avis Aux Citoyens Canadiens 


Les citovens canadiens residant en Jordanie 
pour une periode de plus de trois mois sont invites a 
s*inscrire et a re-inscrire a I'Ambassade du Canada 
situee dans I’immeuble “ Pearl of shmeisani B.P 
815403 Amman 11180 Jordanie .L 1 inscription peut 
se faire en personne ou par courrier. pour de plus 
amples informations, priere telephoner au 566-6124 


FOR RENT 

Very attractive furnished apartment on fourth floor, at Um 
Utheina quarter, close to Al Medinah Street Consists of 3 
bedrooms plus Irving room & veranda, furnished with all the 
required services, including telephone, elevator, fridge & 
satellite. It enjoys a magnificent overlooking location. 
Please contact Tel.: 5620242 


EM1CARE, the first advanced first aid training centre 
in Jordan, is looking to fill the following positions: 
Marketing-Manager with the following credentials: 


A university degree In Business Administration with 
a marketing background. 

Excellent command of Arabic and English, both written 
and spoken. 

Good computer skills. 

Minimum three-year work experience In a similar field. 
Excellent interpersonal and communication skills. 
Sales Penon-Wlth the following qualifications: 

A university degree, preferably with a science major, 
Excellent command of Arabic and English, both written 
and spoken. 

Excellent communication skills, presentable & friendly 
personality. 

Previous experience in similar position. 

A driver’s licence. 

Please sand your CVs to Fax No. 5-823-262 or 
e-mail us at emteareOnets.com.jo or mail to 
P.O. Box 3266, Amman • 11181. 

Due date for all applications the 30th of Nov. 


Nominees 
announced 
for Athlete 
of the 
Year 
award 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) 
— Three American men 
are among the 10 nomina- 
tions for the International 
Amateur Athletic 

Federation Athlete of the 
Year award to be 
announced Sunday. 

Hurdler Bryan Bronson, 
shot put and discus thrower 
John Godina and 200 and 
400m star Michael Johnson 
are among those in con- 
tention. 

The other nominations 
are: Ato Boldon (Tri) 
100m/200m, Ronaldo Da 
Costa (Bra) marathon/half 
marathon, Jonathan 
Edwards (Gbr) triple jump. 
Hicham El Gueirouj (Mar) 
1500m/mile, Frank 

Fredericks (Nam) 

100m/200m, Haile 

Gebrselassie (Eth) 

3000m/5000m/ 10,000m, 
Paul Tergat (Ken) 
10,000m, cross country, 
half marathon. 

The women’s nomina- 
tions are: Glory Alozie 
(Ngr) 100m hurdles. 
Christine Amon (Fra) 
100m/200m, Heike 

Drechsler (Ger) long jump, 
Emma George (Aus) pole 
vault, Marion Jones (USA) 
100m/200m, long jump. 
Tegla Loroupe (Ken) 
marathon/half marathon, 
Svetlana Masterkova (Rus) 
800m/1500m/mile. Maria 
Mutola (Moz) 800m, Sonia 
O’Sullivan (Irl) 

1500m/5000m/10,000m/cr 
oss country, Gabriela 
Szabo (Rom) 

5000m/10,000m. 

No fewer than 10 nation- 
alities are represented 
among these female nomi- 
nations and eight nationali- 
ties among the men. The 
winners will be decided 
Saturday at the meeting of 
the council of the IAAF 
and announced on Sunday. 



Sri Lanka dismisses 
opposition to Jayasinghe 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lanka’s Amateur 
Athletic Association on Friday said its star 
sprinter and Asia's fastest woman 
Susanthika Jayasinghe will compete at the 
Asian Games despite Chinese opposition to 
her participation. 

“Any country can say anything but as far 
as we are concerned Susanthika will run at 
the Asian Games,” AAA President Ari 
Kannangara told AFP. “Our job is to make 
sure that she gets ail the facilities necessary 
to compete." 

Kannangara said the AAA rejected claims 
by Chinese officials that a drug ban on 
Jayasinghe was still active and that she will 
not be able to compete at the games, which 
open in Bangkok on December 6. 

The world governing body of athletics, 
the International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) has reportedly proposed 
to let Jayasinghe carry on competing but 
wants to refer her drug failure in April to an 
arbitration commission. 

Jayasinghe, 23, said she was demoralised 
and considered pulling out of the games 
after Chinese officials recently claimed she 


was still banned after faiiing-a tinijjtesUtf 
April. 

She was back' at the track Thursday aud 
was Draining for the Asian Games after si* 
was told she could still compete because an 
LAAF-initiated panel cleared her of drug 
charges by a 2-1 decision. : ; -■ 8 

Jayasinghe, who took the silver medal in 
the women's 200 metres at the last world 
championships, said she was ^pleased” and 
“relieved" about a proposal by the interna- 
tional governing body so she could, run. in 
Bangkok. 

A formal announcement is expected dur- 
ing an IAAF executive meeting in Monaco. 

But officials have warned it would mean 
Jayasinghe would lose any medals won a 
the Asian Games if the arbitration decision 
went against her. Sri Lankan officials said 
an arbitration process could be time con- 
suming. 

“I am very very happy that this whole 
matter has now been cleared by the IAAF," 
Jayasinghe said. “Now I will concentrate on 
training.” 
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Minoru Takeuchi (C,#13) of Japan spikes the ball over Spanish defenders Jose 
Luis Molto 0L#I4) and Miguel Angel Falasca (R,#7), during a game of the PoolG 
quarterfinal round at the men's World Volleyball Championships in Hiroshima. 
Japan took the first game of the three game set 15-5 (AFP photo) 


Carlton pull plug on 
Arsenal takeover talks 


LONDON (AFP) — Media 
group Carlton 

Communications said 
Friday that it had called off 
talks with English 
Premiership champions and 
FA Cup holders Arsenal 
over a possible takeover bid 
for the London dub. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed press reports claim- 
ing that Arsenal were in 
negotiations with a rival 
group, United News and 
Media Company. 

Carlton first announced it 
was in talks with the 
Gunners on September 10, 
just 24 hours after satellite 
broadcaster BSkyB 

unveiled its offer for rivals 
Manchester United. 

No price for a Carlton bid 
was ever made public but it 
had been reported the group 
was considering making an 
offer of £275 million (S440 
million). 

Earlier, the Daily Mirror 
claimed that the United 
News and Media Company 


wants to control the club’s 
television rights which 
could be worth tens of mil- 
lions of pounds. 

A spokesman for United 
News and Media, which 
owns the Express newspa- 
per group and holds a stake 
in several television net- 
works, denied that the com- 
pany hoped to take control 
of Arsenal, but hinted that it 
was interested in forging a 
deal to broadcast matches. 

“United’s interest has 
always been in the acquisi- 
tion of rights, not in the 
ownership of football 
clubs,” he said. 

BSkyB's bid for 
Manchester United was 
referred to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
last month and a report is 
not due until March next 
year. 


Czech fighting for 
life instead of title 

HIROSHIMA (R) — Instead of fighting for the volleyball 
world championship. Vladimir Kovarik was left back in the 
Czech Republic fighting for his life — against leukemia. 

But teams at these championships, which end November 29 
in Tokyo, have not forgotten about Kovarik. joining in the bat- 
tle by contributing portions of their prize money to help find 
a suitable donor for a bone marrow transplant 
After learning that Ko varik's health insurance would ad 
cover the $50,000 cost of locating a donor and life-saving 
operation, the volleyball community has come to the 27-yeaf- 
old Czech’s rescue. 

Eliminated after the preliminary round, the Czechs donated 
$3,500 of die their $5,000 winnings while the FIVB. volley- 
ball's world governing body, has also made a “considerable 
donation" and called on the volleyball family to do the same 
"A promising career of a very gifted player has been tragi- 
cally interrupted because of this illness." said Miloslav IJjetn. 
head of coaching development for the Czech VolIeyb3D 
Federation. "We pray and hope with money we raise here that 
it will allow him to get better and play for his country again- 
Having represented the Czech Republic at several European 
championships. Kovarik, father of two young sons who ts 
married to a former javelin thrower, had been expected to pro- 
vide leadership for a young team that was making its firs* 
appearance in the world championships as an independent 
nation. 

Playing professionally since 1990, Kovarik's financial situ- 
ation has been further complicated by a contract dispute with 
his last dub Thessaloniki which he claims still owes Him 
SJ3.000 for last season. 
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A SIMPLE WISH 
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KISS THE GIRLS 
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AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 
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Pan-Arab Games ministirial 
' committee concludes visit 

AMMAN — The Arab Ministerial Committee of 
the 9th Pan-Arab Games recently left Amman for 
Egypt after a several-day visit to examine Jordan's 
preparations for the two-week games which will be 
held in the capital during August 1999. On 
Thursday the committee inspected Zarqa's JD4 
million Prince Mohammad Sports City and its sta- 
dium with a capacity for 19,000 people. Earlier, 
the committee checked facilities at Amman's A1 
Hussein Youth City and AI Hassan Sports City in 
Irbid — the two main venues for the Games. The 
committee also visited AJ Orthodoxi and Al Ahli 
clubs where some of the events will be held. 

Khawaldeh sets Arab record 

AMMAN — Jordan's Ayed Khawaldeh has regis- 
tered two local and Arab weightlifting records 
when he achieved 1 1 2.5kg in the snatch and I40kg 
in the jerk. The records were set during a champi- 
onship in Jerash organised by the Jordan 
Weightlifting Federation in preparation for the 
Aug. 15-31, 1999 Pan- Arab Games. In other cate- 
gories, Ali Jabri set new Jordanian record when he 
set 130kg in the jerk and Awad Aboudi registered 
another local record when he snatched 150kg. 

U-12 tennis tourney concludes 

AMMAN — Samir Abu Taleb and Leen Irani were 
crowned Under- 12 Championship organised by the 
Jordan Tennis Federation (JTF). Federation 
President Mohammad Hamdan distributed medals 
and awards to the participants and honoured the 
two coaches supervising the training of age- 
groups. Khatem Hussein and Ahmad Oreibi. 

1 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 




Lisbon to host 2001 world indoors 

MONACO (AFP) — Lisbon has been chosen as the 
venue .. for the 2001 World Indoor Athletics 
Championships. The Portuguese capital, announced as the 
winner here Thursday by the International Amateur 
Athletics Federation, bear off opposition from Budapest 
and Borlange in Sweden. Portugal will also host the 2000 
world cross country championships at Vilamoura. 

Bordeaux move closer to Marseille 

VARIS (AFP) — Bordeaux moved to within one point of 
French league leaders Marseille on Thursday following 
their 2-0 victory at Monaco. Lilian Laslandes hit the first 
goal and Johan Micoud got the second. Marseille could 
however, regain a four-point lead when they play at Lyon 
later on Friday. Beaten Monaco, meanwhile, remain in 
fourth spot. In the seventh minute, Monaco ‘keeper 
Fabien Barthez looked comfortably positioned but failed 
to intercept a cross from the left and Laslandes was on 
hand to lodge the ball home. Then Micoud made it 2-0 
with a superb lob after a clever one-two with Laslandes 
five minutes before the break. 


French soccer players Zinedine Zidane (R) and 
Christophe Dugarry present a photo album showing 
10 years of friendship and soccer in Marseille (AFP 
photo) 


Tunisian club chase clean 
sweep of African titles 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Esperance of Tunisia will become the 
first club to lift the four African club 
titles if they defeat Premiere de 
Agosto of Angola in the Cup Winners 
Cup final. 

The North Africans host the first leg 
on Saturday at the 50,000-seat AI- 
Menzah Stadium in Tunis with the 
return match on December 6 at the 
Citadel a Stadium in Luanda. 

Known as the Blood and Gold. 
Esperance- finished runners-up to Gor 
Mahia of Kenya in the Cup Winners 
Cup before winning a stormy 1994 
Champions Cup final against Zamalek 

of Egypt- 

This success took the Tunisians into 
a Super Cup game with Cup Winners 
Cup holders Daring Club Motema 
Pembe of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and they cruised to victory. 

Esperance added the African 


Football Confederation (CAF) Cup to 
their list of honours last year with a 
narrow triumph over Petro Atlerico, 
the first Angolan finalists in an African 
event. 

Now the other great Luanda club. 
Premiere, stand between them and a 
place in history. The greater experi- 
ence of the Tunisians makes them 
marginal favourites. 

Esperance supplied five of the 1998 
Tunisian World Cup squad — goal- 
keeper Chokri Al Ouaer, defenders 
Khaled Badra and Tarek Thabet and 
midfielders Faycal Ben Ahmed and 
Sirajeddine Chihi. 

Al Ouaer, ranked among the best 
goalkeepers at the 32- nation show- 
piece, Thabet and Chihi played against 
England, Colombia and Romania and 
all have passed the 50-cap mark. 

Injury prevented 1998 African 
Nations Cup star Hassen Gabsi being 


in France and the recent return of the 
midfielder should ensure plenty of 
ammunition for leading scorers Sami 
Laroussi and Ziad Tlemcani. 

Premiere have swept into the decider 
by winning six of eight matches and 
scoring 24 goals with Makala N’silulu. 
Francisco Vicente and Moises Arsenio 
finding the net consistently. 

The military club provided six of the 
national squad beaten 1-0 in South 
Africa last month — defenders 
Antonio Neto, Juliao Kutonda and 
Helder Vicente and midfielders 
Francisco Vicente, Moises Almeida 
and Pedro Rodriques. 

Reaching the final marks a dramatic 
change in fortune after three previous 
appearances ended in first-round exits 
against modest central African opposi- 
tion. 


Slugger Sammy Sosa named 
National League MVP 


Austrian romps to World 
Cup giant slalom win 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Sammy Sosa may have fall- 
en short in his epic home 
run chase with Mark 
McGwire, but the Chicago 
Cubs outfielder was named 
National League Most 
Valuable Player on 
Thursday. 

Sosa was elected by the 
Baseball Writers 

Association of America, 
easily defeating McGwire, 
the Sl Louis Cardinals first 
baseman who hit a major- 
league record 70 homers, 
four more than his rival and 
friend. 

Sosa, 30, received 30 of 
the 32 first-place votes and 
was second on the two other 
ballots for 438 points. There 
are two voters from each 
NLcity. 

A native of the Dominican 
Republic, Sosa is part of an 
unprecedented sweep of the 
MVP honors by Latin play- 
ers. Juan Gonzalez of the 
Texas Rangers, a native of 
Puerto Rico, won the AL 
award Wednesday. Sosa and 
Gonzalez both began their 
professional careers in 1986 
with die Rangers' Gulf 
Coast affiliate in Sarasota, 
Florida. 

The only other 
Dominican-born player to 
win an MVP was George 
Bell of Toronto, who was 
honoured in the American 
League in 1987. 

McGwire received the 
remaining two first-place 
votes and 20 seconds for 
272 points. Moises Alou of 
the Houston Astros was the 


only other player listed on 
every ballot and was third 
with 215 points. Alou was 
followed by Greg Vaughn 
of the San Diego Padres 
(185 points) and Craig 
Biggio of Houston ( 163). 

Sosa is the eighth Cub. the 
first since Andre Dawson in 
1987, to be an NL MVP 
since the writers began vot- 
ing on the honour in 1931. 
Other winners for the fran- 
chise were Gabby Hartnett 
(1935), Phil Cavairetta 
(1945), Hank Sauer (1952), 
Ernie Banks (1958, 1959) 
and Ryne Sandberg (1984). 

Both McGwire and Sosa 
shattered the previous mark 
of 61 homers set by Roger 
Maris in 1961. but it was 
Sosa who helped lead his 
team to the playoffs for the 
first rime since 1989 as the 
Cubs captured, . the wUd 
card. , ■’"* 

'Sosfd "drove in a raaJiJI^ 
league high 158 runs — 11 
more than McGwire — for 
the fourth-highest RBI total 
in NL history. He hit -308 
with 20 doubles and 18 
stolen bases and also led the 
majors in runs scored (132) 
and total bases (414). 

His 1 1 multi-homer 
games tied the major league 
single-season marie previ- 
ously reached by Detroit's 
Hank Greenberg in 1938. 
He earned a $250,000 
bonus for winning the 
award 

Sosa set a major-league 
record for home runs in a 
month when he blasted 20 
in June. In addition. Sosa 


was outstanding over the 
last 110 games, amassing 57 
homers and 124 RBI. Prior 
to May 25th, Sosa had just 
nine home r uns while 
McGwire had already hit 
24. 

He was named to the NL 
All-Star team for the second 
time during his career, but 
did not play due to left 
shoulder stiffriess. 

Sosa's outgoing personal- 
ity and extensive charity 
work made him a hero not 
only in the I -atin communi- 
ty but to a legion of fans 
worldwide. He was wildly 
cheered while competing 
for a team of major league 
All-Stars during a tour of 
Japan earlier this month. 

McGwire's chances were 
hurt by the disappointing 
season of the Cardinals, 
. who finished 1-9 games back 
of : Houston in the NL 
Central. 

Acquired from Florida in 
the offseason. AJou led 
Houston to the division 
title. He had 38 home runs 
and 124 RBI while hitting 
.312 with 34 doubles. 

Vaughn guided San Diego 
to its second National 
League West title in three 
years, hitring .272 with 50 
homers. 119 RBI and 112 
inns scored. Biggio hit .325 
had 51 doubles and 50 
stolen bases. 

Sosa is the second Cubs 
player to win an award from 
the baseball writers this sea- 
son. Pitcher Kerry Wood 
was named Rookie of the 
Year on November 9. 


Broncos pursue perfection, Packers pursue Vikings 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Denver Broncos pursue 
, 'j.-rfecrion. the team they beat 
j -r last January’s Super Bowl 
)ind themselves in the unfa- 
miliar position of pursuing 
someone else for the NFC 
Central crown. 

The Green Bay Packers, 
who won their division ihe 
past three years, played in ihe 
past three NFC conference 
championship games and the 
past two Super Bowls, are 
two games behind Minnesota 
going into Sundays 
American football showdown 
with the Vikings at the 
Metrodome. 

•'It's a big game.” said 
Packers coach Mike 
Holmgren. “They know the 
j ‘^th about it. They all gradu- 
: jied from college, or at least 
most of them did They 
understand that stuff." 

A defeat on Sunday would 
in effect cost the Packers 
more than one game because 
Minnesota would own the 
tiebreaker, a 2-0 record in 
head-to-hcnd games. 

That kind of calculation has 
already demoted the Packers 
from division dynasty to 
wild-card contenders in the 
minds of many. 

Holmgren isn't ready to 
panic. Historically, he notes, 
early NFC Central leaders are 
prone to slumps. Last year the 
. »VUdngs started 8-2 and lost 
' meir next five games. 

In the last meeting between 
the two, the Vikings snapped 


Green Bay's 25-game home 
winning streak. 

Visions of Randall 
Cunningham hitting receivers 
Randy Moss, Cris Carter and 
Jake Reed at will are still 
dancing in the heads of the 
Packers defensive backs. 

Cunningham scorched the 
Packer secondary for 442 
yards and four touchdowns in 
Minnesota's convincing 37- 
24 victory at Green Bay back 
in week five. 

The 442 yards were the 
most ever against the Packers. 
Cunningham surpassed the 
old mark of 41 1 yards, set in 
1990 by Joe Montana of the 
San Francisco 49ens. 

The trio of Moss. Carter and 
Reed were too much to han- 
dle for Packer comerbacks 
Tyrone Williams and Craig 
Newsome. Moss used his 64 
size to catch five passes for 
190 yards, including touch- 


downs of 52 and 44 yards. 
Carter had eight receptions 
for 119 yards and Reed 
caught four passes for 89 
yards, including a 56-yard 
score. 

The offensive line, 
anchored by perennial Pro 
Bowl guard Randall 
McDaniel and tackle Todd 
Steussie, held the Packers 
without a sack and bottled up 
All-Pro defensive end Reggie 
White, who was held without 
a solo tackle. 

The Vikings have more than 
the Packers to think about this 
week. On Thursday, they cel- 
ebrate the Thanksgiving Day 
holiday with a trip to Dallas. 

The high-flying Falcons, 
whose victory over NFC 
West rivals San Francisco 
gave them the second-best 
record in the conference, host 
struggling Chicago at Atlanta. 
The 49ers are at home to New 


Orleans in a division match- 
up. 

The Broncos put their per- 
fect 10-0 record on the line 
against AFC West division 
rivals Oakland. 

Oakland has always been a 
special opponent for Denver 
coach Mike Shanahan, who 
was fired by Raiders owner 


Al Davis after four games in 
19S9. He is 6-1 against. his 
former team, inducting a 34- 
17 victory in week three. 

The Raiders have been 
outscored 55-30 in the first 
quarter in games this season, 
a trend they’ll need to reverse 
to have a chance against 
Denver. 


park ary (AFP) — 

Nagano Olympics giant 
slalom runner-up 

Alexandra Meissnitzer 
overpowered World Cup 
opponents on the Salt 
Lake Games hill 
Thursday, serving notice 
she has no intention of 
settling for silver in 
2002. 

The 25-year-old 
Austrian was fastest in 
both runs to win the sea- 
son’s second women’s 
alpine World Cup giant 
slalom by 2.16 seconds 
over reigning World 
Cup G-S champion 
Martina Ertl of 
Germany. 

“It’s a big goal, 2002, 
no question. I would 
like to go for a gold,” 
Meissnitzer said. “I real- 
ly like the hill here. It's 
something special to 
win here.'’ 

Meissnitzer 's total 
time of two minutes. 
18.13 seconds came 
from a first run of 
1:05.48 and a second in 
1:12.65 and after a week 
a training where she 
spent little time working 
on the event. 

"When I was skiing 
down, I thought. ‘This is 
not bad.' I didn’t think it 
was enough for a win,” 
she said. “I was happy 
with my first run and 
thought. ‘I don’t want to 
give it away.”’ 

Dark clouds and snow 
dimmed visibility in the 
second run down the 
1,158-metre course, 
which has a vertical 
drop of 368 metres. But 
the sun broke through in 
the midst of 
Meissnitzer’s winning 
final run. 

“It’s a big surprise I 
was more than two sec- 
onds ahead.” she said. "I 
think I was the lucky 
one in the second run. I 
had great visibility. The 
sun was just coming out. 
That's why I won by 
more than two seconds. 


Study /it 

CYPRUS COLLEGE 

• Full and Partial Scholarships 

■ 1/3 the tuition of U.K / U.S Universities 

• Guaranteed transfer to U.K, U.S & * 

Canadian Universities 


FOR RENT 

Furnished House in Jabal Luweibdeh. Consists of 2 bed- 
rooms, dining and living rooms, family room, large kitchen, 

2 bathrooms, veranda and a large out-door terrace. 

The house is with a TV. telephone, central heating and 
solar system. 

For inquiry please call: 5535119 

DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 
Furnished or Unfurnished 
Independent ground floor with garden and garage. Consists of j 

3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 3 balconies (one terrace), 
living, dining, sitting — all open space & telephone. Also a first floor 
apartment (semi-villa) with the same specifications — 300 sq.m. 
Location: Shmeteanf, opposite DAROTEL 

Please contact owner at Tel.: 5605480 
from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. & 5:00-8:00 p.m. 


Accounting 
Arts and Sciences 
Banking and Finance .. 
Business Administration 
Computer Science 
Computer Engineering 
Economics 
Engineering Sdence 
Engineering Management 
European Studies 
Hospitality Management 


► Management 
i Management Information 
Systems (MIS) 
i Marketing 

i Mass Communications 
MBA 

t Office Administration 
Public Relations 
• Sodology/Psychology 
Travel & Tourism 


“The slope was getting 
harder and that’s what I 
like. I thought if I want 
to win I have to risk 
everything. And I did. It 
was not a perfect run but 
it was a great run." 

Meissmtzer, second 
here a year ago and sec- 
ond in last month's 
World Cup opener at 
Austria, won her fourth 
World Cup race, the first 
since a giant slalom at 
Crans Montana last sea- 
son. 

She took a $37,500 top 
prize and a 180-129 
World Cup points lead 
over Norway’s Andrine 
Flemmer after two races 
but wasn’t optimistic 
about taking the overall 
season title. 

"I don’t think I have a 
real chance,” she said. 
“If I win Super G anil 
downhill. T might have a 
chance. If I’m just 
counting points. I’m not 
skiing as well as that 
right now." 

Flemmer. a surprise 
winner in last month’s 
opener, was ninth here. 

Meissnitzer denied 
Ertl, the 1994 Olympic 
giant slalom runner-up, 
her 13th World Cup vic- 
tory. Ertl, fourth at 
Nagano in the slalom 
and giant slalom, is a 
contender for the overall 
title. 

"I have to stay in good 
shape and not be 
injured,” Ertl said. “A 
lot of people are expect- 


ing something. Me too.” 

Switerland’s Sonja Nef 
and Austria's Karin 
Koellerer, second and 
fourth after the first run, 
fell while on pace to 
grab the lead. 

That allowed Birgit 
Heeb of Liechtenstein to 
rise from ninth and take 
third in 2:20.39 for her 
first World Cup podium. 
Her best prior finishes 
were fourth here and at 
Vail last season and fifth 
here in 1995. ■* 

“I don't know why I 
ski so well here,” Heeb 
said. “The course is 
much like the runs at 
home. Now I hope to 
show on race days what 
I’m doing in training.” 

Croatia's Janica 
Kosteltc finished fourth 
$rfter placing 21st jn the 
opening fun, rallying in " 
ti icky -conditions with ■ 
the second-fastest sec- 
ond run at 1:13.69. 

Reigning world and 
Olympic champion 
Deborah Cotnpagnoni of 
Italy went from first 
here last year to first out 
this time, clipping a gate 
and skiing off course on 
the third run of the day. 

Sweden's Pernilla 
Wiberg, the 1997 World 
Cup overall champion, 
was 19th. The Nagano 
Olympic downhill silver 
medalist missed last 
month’s opener after 
suffering a head injury 
in training. 



Classes for Spring Semester begin on 1 February 199$ 
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Palestinian 
prisoners set 
free to little joy 



A Palestinian woman dances as she greets a convoy of Israel] buses carrying 
Palestinian prisoners to be released outside an Israeli army camp, near the West Bank 
town of Ramallah on Friday. Israel began withdrawing troops and releasing prison- 
ers as part of the implementation of the Wye agreement (AP photo) 


NAHAL OZ <R> — There 
was little joy and a lot of 
anger in Gaza on Friday. 

An Israeli release of 
Palestinian prisoners is usu- 
ally cause for celebration in 
their hometowns, a signal to 
the Palestinian street that 
peacemaking with Israel is 
bearing fruit. 

On Friday, only a handful 
of the 250 freed inmates got 
a warm welcome. Israel said 
100 of those released under 
a new peace deal with the 
Palestinians were political 
detainees. 

The rest had been arrested 
either for common crimes or 
for entering Israel without a 
permit, angering Palestinian 
officials who had expected 
the release of political pris- 
oners. 

“You'd better lock your 
cars because they're all car 
thieves." one Israeli police- 
man told reporters only half 
jokingly at the Nahal Oz 
crossing into Gaza. 

A group of 65 prisoners 
arrived at the crossing, but 
on the Palestinian side of 
the transit point only a few 
people were on hand to 
receive the buses in a show 
of protest. 

One man freed. 22-year- 
oid Rami Barfca. said he had 
been due out of jail on 
Friday anyway after serving 
six months for entering 
Israel without a permit. 
“This is ridiculous.’’ he said. 

Hani A1 Zawara was 
released from Beersheba 
prison only 20 days before 
the end of an 18-month term 
for the same offence. 

"I would have preferred if 
Israel had released those 
who were serving harsh sen- 
tences,” Zawara. 25, said. 

Palestinian families 
denounced negotiators for 
not pushing to ensure the 


release of more prisoners 
held for political offences 
such as carrying out attacks 
on Israel. 

For its part, Israel insisted 
it would release no one with 
“blood on his hands." 

Palestinian officials also 
stayed away from the home- 
comings in Gaza and near 
Ramallah and Hebron in the 
West Bank. 

“Whoever thinks we’re 
happy is insane,” said 
Hisham Abdul Razek, the 
main Palestinian negotiator 
on the issue. 

‘1 won't come to attend 
this shameful act. this is dis- 
appointing for Palestinians. 
Israel is violating the agree- 
ment. The U.S. should 
immediately intervene to 
stop Israeli non-compliance 
with the agreement," he 
said. 

Israel agreed under the 
I and-for- security deal 
signed at the White House 
last month to free 750 pris- 
oners in three stages over 12 
weeks. 

Israel also began handing 
over 500 square kilometres 
of land to Palestinian rule 
on Friday — but that was in 
the West Bank. 

Ahmad Obeid, a 33-year- 
old member of the Palestine 
Liberation Front who was 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment. was one of only 16 
political detainees released 
at Nahal Oz. 

He was also one of the 
few to be embraced and 
kissed by a family member, 
though the warm greeting 
was not planned. 

His brother, a cameraman 
for a Qatari television sta- 
tion, was filming the prison- 
ers' release when he sud- 
denly realised he was look- 
ing at his brother through 
the lens. 


Obeid, accused of carry- 
ing out an armed attack on 
Israeli soldiers in I9S7. said 
he had mixed feelings. 

“I am happy because I was 
released but sad for the 
many that remain in Israeli 
jails," he said. Later, his 
family gave him a warm 


welcome. His mother 
danced around their house 
in Jabalya refugee camp 
while women friends and 
family ululated. 

About 50 family members 
of political detainees arrived 
at the crossing only to learn 
their loved ones were not 


coming home. Mothers 
wept. Several women faint- 
ed. 

A wailing Salmeh Abu 
Saadeh, whose son is serv- 
ing a life sentence, said: “It 
is a sin that criminals are 
released and our struggling 
sons remain inside.” 


Taleban: Ben Laden innocent, welcome in Afghanistan 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban authorities said 
Friday that Osama Ben 
Laden was innocent of all 
terrorist charges and that the 
dissident Saudi billionaire 
would remain a welcome 
guest in Afghanistan. 

Taleban spokesman Abdul 
Hal Mutraaen said the mili- 
tia’s supreme court had 
cleared Ben Laden of U.S. 
allegations that he was 
responsible for the Aug. 7 
bombings of two U.S. 
embassies in east Africa, 
killing 224 people. 

“Since we had set a dead- 
line for evidence to be 
advanced to prove Osama's 
involvement in the Kenya 
and Tanzania bombings, 
and since nobody was able 


to set forth any evidence... 
he has been cleared,” he 
told AFP 

“He can live in 
Afghanistan as a Muslim 
guest but the ban on his 
political and military activi- 
ties is still in force,” 
Mutmaen said. 

The TaJeban's supreme 
court had set a Nov. 20 
deadline which expires at 
1930 GMT Friday for 
Washington to provide evi- 
dence in support of its 
charges against its self-pro- 
claimed number one enemy. 

The U.S. government has 
indicted Ben Laden and 
posted a five million dollar 
reward for his arrest and 
capture. 

Mutmaen said now that 


Ben Laden had been cleared 
“the world should reconsid- 
er and should not criticise 
• m." 

“Nobody can accuse or 
criticise him because there 
was no evidence to prove 
his sins and involvement in 
terrorist activities, ’’ he 
added. 

He also lashed out at the 
Aug. 20 U.S. missile strike 
on suspected Ben Laden 
training bases in the Afghan 
province of Khost. saying 
the reasoning behind the 
attack was now baseless. 

That strike left an official 
death toll of 24 and was 
launched with a simultane- 
ous attack on a chemical 
factory in the Sudan which 
Washington suspects was 


producing agents for nerve 
gas. 

“Any action like the U.S. 
cruise attack is tyranny and 
treason," he said. 

Sources say Ben Laden is 
understood to be still living 
in the Taleban’s southern 
defacto capital of Kandahar 
where he owns two houses 
and holds strong personal 
ties with the militia’s 
supreme leader, Mulla 
Mohammad Omar. 

Under Omar’s orders the 
supreme court was last 
month assigned the task of 
assessing any evidence 
against Ben Laden in line 
with Islamic Sharia law. 

However, Taleban author- 
ities have complained that 
Washington was less than 


receptive to Taleban plans 
to try Ben Laden under local 
law. 

Washington has argued 
that because the U.S. does 
not recognise the Taleban as 
the legitimate government 
in Afghanistan, it holds no 
extradition treaty, nor for- 
mal diplomatic ties and Ben 
Laden should be held for 
trial in the U.S.. 

The Sunni Muslim activist 
Taleban control around SO 
per cent of Afghanistan, but 
Afghanistan's seat ai the 
United Nations is still held 
by the deposed government 
of former president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani who 
was driven out of Kabul by 
the militia in September 
1996. 


Turk drive for Ocalan clouds EU ties 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
harsh condemnations of Italy 
over Kurdish PKK chief 
Abdullah Ocalan reflect a 
robust new foreign policy 
used successfully against foe 
Syria, but applied with risks 
for the first time against a 
European ally. 

Friday’s apparent rejection 
of Turkey’s extradition 
request, far from settling the 
issue, will raise Turkish- 
Italian tensions to a new 
level. Passions are already 
running high with business 
boycotts being organised and 
media bellowing contempt 
for Rome. 

Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz gave notice in parlia- 
ment this week he would 
view such a decision as tanta- 
mount to connivance in mass 
murder. In that he was 
applauded by friends and 
rivals. 

Support easily won at home 
could exact a price abroad. 

"It is clear Turkish-Italian 
ties and. further, relations 
with the EU may tv sacri- 
ficed,” commentator Cengiz 
Candar wrote in Sabah news- 
paper. 

“Hostility to Europe may 
well rise now to a huge 
degree." Animosity had 


already infected personal ties. 
Yilmaz brushed aside a pro- 
posal by his Italian counter- 
part that they meet at a soccer 
match between Galatasaray 
and Juventus in Istanbul. “If 
he wants to talk, let him come 
■to Ankara,” he said. 

The show of pique reflects 
popular anger over the rebel 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
and a brutal conflict that has 
cost 30.000 lives, virtually 
laid waste to large areas of the 
southeast and cost billions of 
dollars. 

Emotions can too often 
translate into bad diplomacy. 

“What Turkish foreign pol- 
icy often fails to do is to 
recognise (he wider conse- 
quences of an action for its 
national interests,” one 
Western diplomat said. 

The arrest of Ocalan should 
have been a triumph for 
Ankara. 

"But instead of making a 
virtue of it. they immediately 
drove up the barometer and 
turned it into a damaging row 
with an ally,” she" added 
“Turkey is a sophisticated 
country with a strong case. 
With more subtlety here it 
could achieve more.” 

Turkey has cause for disap- 
pointment over NATO allies’ 


less than outspoken condem- 
nation of Ocalan. London and 
Washington have backed 
extradition. Others have been 
taciturn. 

Worse still. Ankara labours 
now in the knowledge it 
drove Ocalan out of hiding 
into the spotlight where be 
now offers himself to a curi- 
ous world, reborn, as peace- 
maker. 

All this may be galling to 
the extreme for Ankara but, in 
the eyes of many diplomats, 
all the more reason for cool 
reason. 

Turkey sees things differ- 
ently. A matter of months ago 
it might have held its peace 
and waited, but Turkish for- 
eign policy these days pays 
less heed to the sensitivities 
of Europeans. 

Turkey reached something 
of a turning point last year, 
cutting many ELI contacts 
when excluded from states to 
be embraced by eastward 
expansion. 

Yilmaz, in a turn of phrase 
that will long be remembered 
on the Rhine, compared 
Bonn’s policy on eastward 
expansion with that of Adolf 
Hitler's “Lebensraura” cam- 
paign of conquest 

Turkey’s new policy. 


inspired by an influential mil- 
itary, faced its first big test 
late this summer. To the 
scarcely concealed dismay of 
NATO allies, Ankara threat- 
ened force against Damascus 
if it did not drive Ocalan from 
Syrian soil and close bases 
Turkey said the PKK used for 
raids into the southeast 

The threats, as this week, 
were accompanied by a fero- 
cious press campaign. 
Warnings of air strikes, even 
war. resounded. 

It was a gamble that 
worked. Syria crumbled, 
Ocalan fled via Moscow to 
Rome. Public expectations 
ratcheted so high by press and 
politicians were met but it 
was arguably a close-run 
thing. 

Turkey issued a similar but 
little noted threat against 
Baghdad over the PKK 
weeks later. When Ocalan 
appeared in Moscow, it was 
Russia’s embassy that suf- 
fered intense daily pressure. 

Ankara will use economic 
weapons where it sees fit 
Senior officials said Turkey 
had advised its stare oil refin- 
ery to limit purchases from 
petroleum giants BP and 
Amoco because of reluctance 
to back the trans-Turkey 


Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline. 

The first application of 
Turkey’s more assertive poli- 
cy on an ally, Italy, might be 
less successful than the 
Syrian affair. 

Judicial barriers to extradi- 
tion, such as the formal exis- 
tence- of the death penalty in 
Turkey, are more likely to 
prove insurmountable if 
political goodwill evaporates. 
But Turkey, perhaps, already 
sensed Ocalan slipping away. 

Politicians and die generals 
behind them may be tempted 
to seek a channel for the force 
of unfulfilled popular hopes. 
“If the outcome cannot be 
declared a victory, we feel 
they [Ankara] will launch a 
nationalist backlash against 
Europe.” Candar wrote. 

Hie EU, so far, insists (he 
"Ocalan crisis" is a bilateral 
affair between Italy and 
Turkey. But Rome could look 
to fellow members for back- 
ing if the dispute continues to 

escalate. “The point is thai if 
you want to join a golf club, 
you don’t go around slagging 
off the members,” one diplo- 
mat said. 


‘Iraq moved sensitive 
equipment ahead of 
feared bombing’ 


UNITED NAnONS (AFP) 
— Iraq moved sensitive 
equipment which had been 
under camera surveillance 
during the absence of UN. 
arms experts, fearing 
impending U.S. air strikes, 
Iraqi and UN. officials said 
Thursday. 

But die officials told AFP 
that the equipment was being 
moved back following the 
resumption of Iraqi coopera- 
tion with 1 the UN. weapons 
inspectors on Tuesday. 

UJN. officials said that 
equipment which had been 
under UN. camera surveil- 
lance, such as machine tools 
that might have a military 
application in addition to a 
civilian purpose, had beat 
moved by the Iraqis. 

Some dual use equipment 
had been placed under sand- 
bags, placing h out of range 
of the cameras keeping it 
under surveillance, an official 
said. 

However Iraqi Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoon told AFP that 
"they’re back now," referring 
to the items moved after the 
UN. weapons inspectors 
pulled out on Nov. 1 1 amid a 
mounting threat of U.S. air 
strikes. 

The camera surveillance at 
hundreds of sites throughout 
Iraq aims to ensure that Iraq 
does not reconstitute 
weapons of mass destruction 
programmes. 

Hamdoon stressed that the 
equipment was moved “only 
during the time when the 
prospects of the military 
strike were clear." 


UN. officials also played 
down the incidents, noting 
that Iraq took similar action a 
year ago during the last crisis 
over UN. weapons inspec- 
tions. 

“It’s not a problem,” one 
UN. expert said. 

The U.N. inspectors 
returned to Iraq on Tuesday, 
and resumed operations on 
Wednesday, described as 
“trousekeeping” by one U.N. 
official. 

The top UN. weapons 
inspector, Richard Butler, 
told a news conference on 
Thursday that it would take 
“three or four weeks" before 
die UN. inspectors would 
resume intrusive inspections 
to check Iraqi disarmament of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

He said that he had written 
three letters since Tuesday to 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz to demand documents 
previously withheld by Iraq 
concerning Iraqi chemical 
and biological programmes. 

But he had not ye* bad a 
reply, Bader added. 

Asked about the time frame 
he had given Aziz for a reply, 
Butler said: “I used a very 
simple word: Now ” 

Butler also denied that he 
intended to resign, accusing 
Iraq of attemp tin g to divert 
attention from the disarma- 
ment process by continuing 
to demand the nsstruchiring 
of his UN. Special 
Commission and his resigna- 
tion. A UN. official said that 
the Australian diplomat was 
“untouchable" because of the 
current situation. 


Sale of 33.3% of cement 



Artist fined for 
damaging urinai 


TARASCON (AFP) — 
French artist Pierre 
PinonceUi was fined nearly 
$53,500 on Friday for dam- 
aging a porcelain urinal that 
was the work of Marcel 
Duchamp, a figure of the 
early 20th century avant- 
garde artistic movement. 
PinonceUi was prosecuted on 
a complaint by the culture 
ministry after urinating in the 
urinal and hitting it with a 
hammer at an exhibition in 
Nimes, southern France, in 
1993. A court here ordered 
the artist to pay 250,000 
francs to an insurance com- 
pany and 20,000 francs to the 
state in the person of Culture 
Minis ter Catherine 

Trautmann. He must also 
pay 16336 francs for repairs 
and 10,000 francs in costs. 


Ancient cloak 
swapped with fake 

AREQUIPA (R) — A muse- 
um that plumed itself on pos- 
sessing a pre-Columbian par- 
rot-feather cloak has found 
that someone took off with 
the $100,000 ceremonial 
garm ent and covered the 
crime up with a chicken- 
feather substitute. Curators 
said they did not know when 
the cloak — made from 
more than 560 parrot feath- 
ers and rfating to between 
700 and 1200 — was stolen 
from the municipal museum 
in the southern city of 
Arequipa. The theft was dis- 
covered this week after 
museum officials noticed 
that the 1.8-metre-long 
cloak's blue and yellow 
plumage had lost its usuak 
shine. 


company to be concluded 


(Continued from page 1) 

It also stipulates that the JIC 
has the right to sell no more 
than 10 per cent of the gov- 
ernment's remaining stake to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), a key 
importer of Jordanian 
cement. 

“This article will make the 
PNA more interested in buy- 
ing Jordanian cement and less 
dependent on the Israeli 
cement,” the broker told the 
Jordan Times. 

According to the agree- 
ment. Lafarge will not be able 
to sell its shares before 10 
years “unless it fails to win 
any seat on the company’s 
board of directors.” 

‘If it fails to do so, it will be 
allowed to sell its shares, but 
priority will be given to 
Jordanian investors to buy 
these shares." the commu- 
nique said. 

The government will be 
committed to float cement 
prices in the Kingdom after 
the termination of the conces- 
sion period, which will take 
place in the year 2001, the 
communique said. 

The company will be given 
the right to set the price of 
cement in the country, and 
the government will stop the 


subsidy it extends to the 
transportation of cement, thus 
the charges will be paid by 
the buyers. 

The terms also stipulate 
that after the concession peri- 
od ends, the government will 
give tile company a “partial 
custom exemption” reaching 
30 per cent for JLFs imports. 

The cement mining right 
will also be extended to 50 
years as envisaged in the 
agreement. 

The communiqud also said 
that the JIC, which represents 
the government's interest in 
the company, will forego four 
of the seats it currently main- 
tains on the board of direc- 
tors “in line with the 
Companies Law." 

Subsequently the board will 
“appoint" four new members, 
who wall represent the French 
firm. 

The cement company's 
general assembly will be 
invited to bold a meeting to 
approve the proposed 
appointments, it added. 

The government also 
agreed to sell one million 
shares of the company to the 
firm's employees at the rate 
of JD1.5, with a maximum of 
600 shares each. 


Annual Sexpo 
event expected to 
draw 70,000 

MELBOURNE (R> — 

Whips, handcuffs, vibrators 
and erotjc ~ dancing had 
Australians contemplating 
their secret desires at a risque 
sex exhibition. .Body painting 
and sex toys also helped lure 
a crowd of thousands who 
arrived early and cast aside 
inhibitions to participate in 
the opening day of Australia’s 
annual Sexpo event Almo... 
40,000 people attended thJ 
four-day event last year and 
organisers expect 70,000 peo- 
ple to turn up this year: 

Woofie reprieved 
as Bardot flies in 

EDINBURGH (Agencies) 
— Woofie, the postman-chas- 
ing dog, was reprieved from 
sentence of death on Friday 
after an international cam- 
paign to save the little collie 
headed by French former 
screen siren Brigitte Bardot 
Woofie was ordered to be 
destroyed in September after 
her owners pleaded guilty to 
dangerous behaviour in the 
hope of winning a lenient se«y , 
fence, but the authorities saV| 
the dog must be put down:.? 
The court of session over- 
turned the verdict of a lower 
court and decided that 
Woofie should not die after 
all. Bardot denounced the law 
as a “stupid" one and said: 
“Judges should concern 
themselves with murders and 
assassins.” 

Julie Andrews may 
not sing again 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Acclaimed actress and singer 
Julie Andrews may never sing 
again because her voice hgs 
not recovered from thmA 
surgery a year ago. accordib^ 
to die weekly magazine 
Parade. “I don’t think she'll 
ever sing again,” the Sunday 
newspaper supplement quot- 
ed Andrews’ husband, pro- 
ducer Blake- Edwards in its 
upcoming edition. “It's an 
absolute tragedy,” Edwards 
said, adding that his wife’s 
voice grew weaker every day. 
“If you heard it you’d weep." 
Andrews, 63, best-known for 
ho 1 roles in films ‘The Sound 
of Music” and “Mary 
Poppins," came down with 
vocal problems during a 
Broadway revival of the 
musical comedy, 

VictorAfictoria” three years ( 
ago. 


U.N. inspectors work, Iraqis 
enjoy weekend break 


(.Continued from page 1) 

But others expressed con- 
cam at the American pres- 
ence in the Gulf and its threat 
to strike without warning if 
Iraq breaks its pledge of 
cooperation. 

Abdul Razak Al Saadi, 
preaching at the 14th of 
Ramadan Mosque, urged 
other Arab nations to "stand 
by Iraq and teD America that 
we will not allow this oppres- 
sion and aggression to con- 
tinue." 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s ambas- 
sador to the United Nations. 
Nizar Hamdoon, told the 
London-based Shaiq Al 
Awsat newspaper that “it is 
not unlikely for the crisis to 
erupt again." 

He suggested the United 
Stales would tiy to provoke 
die Baghdad regime, but be 
said the Iraqi government 
was “keen on wading off a 
crisis because we want the 
[UN.] compreheasive 


review to take place as soon 
as possible.” 

Iraq hopes that a promised 
“comprehensive review” of 
its progress on disarmament 
will lead to an easing or lift- 
ing of the sanctions, which 
have limited oil sales and 
crippled the economy. 

However, the deputy U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. Peter Burleigh, has 
said the United States does 
not see the review as leading 
automatically to the lifting of 
sanctions. 

Neither Iraq nor UNSCOM 
has been saying much since 
the inspections resumed. 

Charles Duelfer, deputy 
director of UNSCOM, told 
the Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview from New 
York on Thursday that this 
was intentional. 

“We’re coming out of a cri- 
sis," Duelfer said “We’re 
trying to keep the tempera- 
ture down as much as possi- 
ble." 


